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She T aot 


She Worle of the 
Popular Fronk 
goverment 


by Harry Millon 


THE SURRENDER OF BARCELONA 


HE SPANISH BOURGEOISIE under the 
leadership of General Franco have, 
with the assistance of the capitalists 
of the whole world and of the traitors 
in the ranks of the working class,suc-— 
eveded in crushing the masses of Spain. 


In order to understand how the 
defeat of the Spanish toilers was made 
possible it is necessary to understand 
the nature and the role of the Loyal- 
ist Government and its attitude toward 
Franco. 


The shocking surprise of the sur- 
render of Barcelona arid the startling 
details accompanying the news of this 
surrender were carried by the world 
press to millions of anxious and 
astourided workers: 


"BARCELONA TAKEN WITHOUT A FIGHT" 


"Franco's legions march into the 
city without firing a shot." (N.Y. 
Times January 27, 1939.) 


"Barcelona fell to Franco's en- 
circling troops without a shot be- 
ing fired within its gates." (Her- 
ald Tribune, January 27, 1.939.) 


"The great metropolis was report— 
ed to have fallen at the last 
without serious fighting." (N. Y. 
Post, January 25, 1939.) 


Every day and every hour brought 
additional and more striking and vivid 


reports. City after” city fell to 
Franco without a fight. Clearly a de- 
bacle was in the making. Apathy, re- 


séntment and astonishment prevailed. 
Uppermost in the minds of the workers 
was a questioning wonder at the sud- 
denness. of the complete collapse, at 
the utter surrender of the government, 
at the ease and rapidity with which 
the fascist tide rolled on: 


",.e..the people discussed main- 
ly the astonishing rapidity with 
which the Rebels had reached strik~ 
ing distance..." (N. Y. Times, Jan- 
vary 24, 1939.) 


The masses of Barcelona and the 
surrounding country did not expect 
this rapid advance of the fascists and 
the failure on the part of the govern- 
ment to defend the city. On the cont- 
rary the groat astonishment of the 
people was justifiable after what had 
been instilled in their minds by the 
Loyalist "defenders." Before the Bar- 
celona masses had been abandoned in 
this unexpected surrender they had 
been given every indication that the 
city would be defended. The glowing 
promises of the leaders did not pre- 
pare them for tho despair to follow: 


Seow 


"'The taking of Barcelona will 
not be an easy matter,’ the govern- 
mert had broadcast. 'The popules ion 
of Barcelona is ready, and the c.ty 
will be defended inch by inch, 
street by strect, house by houss.'" 
(N.Y.Times, Janmi26,. 2639.45 Our .en- 
phasic.) 


To instill into the population a sense 
of security and as proof of their in- 
tention to defend the city “inch by 
inch" the government had takén meas— 
ures to mobilize the population and 
throw up fortifications inthe city: 


"The Government mopoilized Bar-— 
celona's entire population for 
military and civilian defenses, de 


clared martial law, and threw up 
fortifications in the city for hoase 
to house defense..." (Naw York Post 
January 25, 1939.) 


No suspicion or uneasiness was felt in 
the city because of the powerful fort- 
ification that surrounded it. On the 
Ourskirts of the city, running along 
the natural line of mountain dofoenses 
was a string of first class. fortifica- 
tions. About a year previous to tar 
surrender of the city the "defendas" 
had begun preparations of these forti- 
fications in case of need. By the 
time Franco had crossed the Ebro River 
there had been comoleted for the de- 
fens3 of Barcclona the strongest lirs 
of fortifications in- the entire war: 


"The government's main defense 
lines are some miles to the cast. 
Barcelona reports said the lines 
were the strongest yet built during 
the conflict. 

"It was said the. fortifications 
had been ander construction for 
more than a year, Work started on 
them, the reports said, before the 
Insurgents launched their first 


campaign against. Gata eat ae CNET. 
Times, Jane 26, 1 


Can one wonder at the great as-. 
tonishment of the warkers as Franco 
with remarkable ease, marched through 
these formidable fortifications. As 
a tinal touch of irony, the government 
had plastered the entire city with the 
slogan "NQ PASSARANS" —-the government 
then fled and Franco entored. Up to 


‘Barcelona 


the very last moment the myth of "de- 
forise" hac been kept up by the rovern- 
ment. Not only among the peuple of 
was this sproad,but vhrovgh 
tha foreign correspondents the out- 
side world was aleo ce t4o false 
imoressien of an intended defense to 
the bitter end: 


"But this canital is going to go 
down struggling to. the ond if it 
goes at ail." (Herbert L. Mathews, 
N.Y.Timos, van. 26, 1939.) 


However shocking 
the Barcelona 


the surprise of 
surrorider was to the 
outside world and to the Barcelona 
masses, it Was no surprise at all to 
the Loyalist Government. During all 
the declarations about the house to 
house "preparations" of the "defense", 


the Spanish Foreign Minister, del Yayo, 
was in France and in conference with 
Georges Bonnet, Foreign Minister of 


Franco. There del Vayo admitted, two 
days before the surrender, that Franco 
was gOing to get Barcelona: 


"PARIS, Jan. 2<4.—- The Spanish 
Foreisn Minister, Julio Alvarez del 
Vayo, in @ conference today with 
the French Foreizn Minister,Georges 
Bonnet, admitted the Loyalist Gov- 
ernment expoectoc the early loss of 
Barcelona:" (N. Y, Times, Jan. 25, 
1939.) 


This same Julio Alvarez del Vayo,three 
days later, on returning to Catalonia, 
after hid expectations had become a 
gruesome fact, protended to bs Jazed 
at the catastrophe. Vincent Shsean, 
who was with him at the timo, describes 
the incident: 


"Senor Alvarez del Vayo :seemed 


dazed by the extent of the cata 


strophe, which he had not exoected. 
(N.Y.Times, Jan. 28, 1939.) 


The handing over of Barcelona to 
the Fascists, and especially tho cir 
cumstances surrounding it naturally 
could not pass without an explanation 
from the leaders of the debacle. Tha 
"explanation" was. not long in coming. 
The fact that no attem mpt was made to 
hold Barceloha was explained by the 
leaders as part ofa plan to "prevent 


Sees 


weakening the remainder of the govern- 
ment forces* and "to save from isola- 
tion some important war matcrial"s 


"An attempt to hold Barcelona 
would have meant risking scparating 
the army into two parts and subject 
ing the city to a major bombardment. 
It was explained such an eventual- 
ity would have weakened consider- 
ably the government's remaining 
forces." (N.Y.Timos, Jan. 27,1939.) 


"It was oxplained that any at- 
tempt to hold the city would have 
risked isolation of some of the 
best troops and most important war 
material." (Herald Tribune, January 
27, 1939.) (Our emphasis - L.L.) 


The audacity of the Loyalist 


leaders in this incredible "explan- 
ation" is almost beyond grasp. In the 
face of the immensity of the tragedy 


of the Barcelona surrender one is 
struck with the uwundounded cynicism of 
this explanation. Barcelona is not 
some minor advantage at the front that 
can be sacrificed in order to rally 
after a short retreat. Barcelona is 
the backbone of the whole of Catalonia 


and even of entire Spain. Barcelona 
is itself the most important war 
IMaterial: the heart of industrial 
Spain “and the center of: the © war 


industry ; 
city of Spain; the 
the Mediterranian; the key to all the 

roads and communications. In addition 

it contained at the time of the sur- 

render a population of over 2,000,000 

people, including the most advanced, 

the most militant and the largest sec- 
tion of the Spanish proletariat. 


the largest and most modern 
chief seaport on 


Try as one may, it is impossible 
to conceive how the abandonment to 
Franco of this most important of all 
objectives in the whole of Spain could 
possibly avoid weakening the remainder 
of the Loyalist forces. On the cont- 
rary, it only could and did deal these 
forces a mortal blow. here were very 
few observers who agreed with the gow 
ernment as to the effect of sucha 
strategy, Or were sgatisfied with the 
"explanation". Vincent Sheean wrote 
as follows to the New York Times 
(Jamuary 28, 1939): 


"As an extremely sympathetic ob- 
server who has never heretofore mer- 
tioned defcat, I tell the plain 
truth, woich is that this disaster 
is irreparable." 


Herbert L. Mathews, expressing his 
views on the meaning of the fall of 
Barcelona, was just as definite in his 
opinion of the vital importance of 
holding Barcelona: 


"If Barcelona falls the main- 
spring of the Republican machine is 


broken." (New York Times, Janury 
26, 1939.) 
But the leaders responsible for this 


surrender minimized the importance of 

Barcelona in the scheme of the war, in 

an effort to play down the seriousness 

of their criminal act. Even if one is 
prone to take the government's "explan 
ation" at its face value, even if one 

is inclined to accept the leaders! 

judgoment in military stratecy, yet 

out of all the declarations, claims 

and counter-claims one fact remains: 
the largest city in Spair., the heart 

of Spain's munition industries, was 

handed over to the Fascists without a 
gstrugzle and intact. Even the very 
elementary military precautions of de- 

stroying armament centers valuable to 

the enemy were not taken: 


"The Loyalists had done little 
destruction before abandoning the 
city."(Herald Tribune,Jan.27,1939.) 


The criminal abandonment of Bar- 
celona did not deter the Socialist 
Premier Negrin from continuing unabat— 
ed his promisss of other defenses to 
come. Immediately after turning Bar- 
celona over to Franco the engineers of 
the surrender proclaimed tiat the 
army was now in a position to fight 
effectively: 


"Premier Juan Negrin said in a 
speech to the nation last night 
that the Loyalist army had been re- 
organized and reinforced by new men 
from Central Spain, and was pre— 
pared to fight 'to the death’. 

"2The republican army can now 
effectively face the enemy asseult,! 
he said. §'Fresh army units have 
been Prougnt up, from the central 
ZONE W(NeY. Post, Jan. 28, 1939-) 


ee 


Everyone felt and understood the 
fatal blow the surrender’ of Barcelona 
had dealt to the Loyalist army. Iinme- 
diately upon the surrender of Barcelo- 
na the French and British imperialists 
set in motion machinery to bring avout 
recognition of Franco as the legal 
government in Spain. Yet the leaders 
of the surrender went on promising the 
workers that they would bring about 
the defeat of Franco: 


“Nevertheless Loyalist leaders, 
notably Senor Negrin, General Jose 
Miaja, and Colonel Segismun do 
Casado feel confident of final vic- 
tory." (N. Y. Times, Jan. 29, 1939) 


While the smokescreen 
about new defenses and about final 
victory were being made, chiefly for 
the consumption of Madrid-Valencia 
section of Spain, dispatches reaching 
the outside world told something of 
the true state of affairs in Catalonia. 


speeches 


Again the mythical Loyalist defense 
Was being swept aside by "..an Insur- 
gent army sweeping northward through 


Catalonia almost without opposition" 
(New York Times, Jan. 29, 1939 — Our 


emphasis).e The pretense of a new de- 
fense line in Catalonia was kept up by 
Negrin even in the chambers of the 
Cortes, then holding a meeting in the 
cellars of Figueras: 


"The Premier told the Deputies a 
new line of defense was being 
erected in Northern Catalonia which 
should check the Insurgent advance." 
(New York Times, February 3, 1939.) 


But the cold reality was soon to prove 
that Negrin's "dofense lines" were 
nothing but empty words and empty pro- 
mises, for at that very time the Fag 
cists wore moving on unhamperad: 


"The 


rebels were advancing on 
every front. There was no indica- 
tion that they could be stop ped 


short of the frontier,and catastro— 
phe threatened the Loyalist army in 
Catalonia." (World-Telegram, Feb. 
4, 1939.) 


It is quite evident that Negrin's 
promises were nothing but falsehcods, 
in complete contradiction with realtty. 


But these were not simple, vain boast- 
ings on his part, nor were taney cal- 
culated merely tc spread cheer to tae 
workers in vhis hour of their misery. 
Negrin's promises of defense and as- 
sumed optimism had their cold politic- 
al purpO0sée 


Negrin realized that the turning 
over of Barcelona to Franco without a 
fight might arouse the resentmeni or 
the workers. The prime nevessity for 
the People's Front government just 
then was to forestall any attempts on 
the part of the workers and soldiers 
from taking command of the defcnse in 
their own hands. 


Signs of such movements on local 
scales were many and multiplying 
rapidly. At ope point Negrin was 


shouted down by the masses angered at 
the debacle. Workers, breaking from 
the control of their treacherous lead- 
ers, arose against the local authori- 


ties in several towns. Resentful 
militiamen refused to obey their 
officers while one commander was even 


imprisoned by them. Fleeing Loyalist 
commanders had to run the gauntlet of 
resontful Catalan guards to escape 
over the French border: 


"Premier Negrin was shouted down 
wnen he attempted to address a 
crowi at La Junquera..... General 
Quintana, an important republican 
leader, was imprisoned...... Bloody 
incidents were feared in the 
famished refugee crowded town. 

"Colonel Henrique Gallan, former 
Loyalist commander in Puigcerda, 
and four other sOldiers fought 
their way into France when Loyalist 
border guards tried to stop them." 
(World-Telegram, February 4, 1939.) 


But since defeated and greatly confus- 
ed soldiers were unable to break out 
of the shell of treachery that sur- 
rounded them, the spontancous revolts 
remained localized and for the time 
petered out. Negrin's deceitful pro- 
Clamation of a "now defense" had its 
chloroforming effect. The glowing 
promises of Negrin's were broadcast 
with special vains, for the government 
took every means to see that the news 
about the “new defense lino" reached 


the ears of the masses and especially 
of the soldiers: 


"The Premier's woris of confid— 


SURRENDER 


FRANCO'S unopposed entry into Barn 
celona crcuted a sensation and oitter— 
ness among workers evervywhere. There 
were Other losses before this, which 
were also followed by immediate pro- 
mises of the government to continue 
with a new "defense", yet no such reo 
action had gripped thse workers befors. 
It is only the immensity of the pres- 
ent loss and the suddenness of the de 
bacle that have magnified these char— 
acteristics in the late events. Yet 
the terrible fate of the workers of 
Barcelona was herulded in advance — 
there were many indications of foul 
play previous to the immediate surren— 
der. In the rapidly moving events 
since the Barcelona days, it should 
not be forgotten that this was not the 


first sell-out perpetrated by the 
"eovernment of victory". Overshadowed 


by the crime of the surrender of Bar— 
celona and the subsequent events, and 
already fading in the memory of a good 
many workers is the Tarragone betrayal 
of only two weeks before. The earlier 
case of the treacherous surrender of 
Tarragona was s0 strikingly parallel, 
as to have been in reality but a dress 
rehearsal for the criminal Barcelona 
surrender. Here also the government 
reported -its intentions to make a 
strong stand in the defense of 
Tarragona’ 


"The government reported it was 
entrenching for a strong stand in 
the Tarragona sector." (N.Y. Times, 
January 15, 1939.) 


But swiftly following on the heels of 
that reassuring report came word of 
the true state of affairs which nature 
ally were in complete contradiction to 
the hypocritical claims made by the 
government. The surprising news came 
that a major city of Catalonia had 
been given up by the Loyalist govern— 
ment without a fights 


ot 


@énce were carried to the civilian 
population and the troops by make~ 
shift newspapers and by the mediev 
al mens of public criors." (N. Y. 
Post, February 2, 1939.) 


OF TARRAGONA 


"TARRAGONA FALLS WITHOUT FIGHTING" 


"Scarcely firing a shot, the 
Spanish Insurgents swept through 
lower Catalonia yesterday and cap- 
tured the seaport of Tarragona." 
(New York Times, Jan. 16, 1939.) 


It might appear now, after the 
tremendous success Franco met in Cata- 
lonia, that the surrender of Tarragona, 
the second largest city and seaport in 
Catalonia and itself a major indust~ 
rial centre, Franco then regarded as 
his most: important victory in.the en-~- 
tire war td that time. We gather that 
from the report of Wm. P. Carney, N.Ye 
Times correspondent. He then wrote 
that the fall of Tarragona to Franco 
was > 


"What might be considered Gener-— 
alissimo Francisco Franco's most im~ 
portant victorious day, not only in 
the present drive in Catalonia, but 
in the whole war so far......" (New 
York Times, Jan. 16, 1939.) 


An important feature of this Fascist 
victory was that key positions leading 
to Tarragona were "captured" with an 
@ase and rapidity beyond the expect— 
ations of the Fascists themselves: 


",...Montblanch, a key to Tarra- 
gona, as well as Cervera, on the 
Lerida-Barcelona road was captured 
sooner than had been expected." (Wm. 
P. Carney, N.Y.Times, Jan.18, 1939.) 


Had not the entire Catalonian 
debacle followed so clossly on the 
heels of the Tarragona surrender, the 
Tarragona incident woul2 have in itself 
been a major betrayal. The amazement 
that the well-protected Tarragona had 
been fiven over to Franco without a 
fight was limited mainly to the 
foreijn military observers in that 
sector. They openly expressed their 
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completa surprise at the hasty aband- 
onment of. this extremely important 
city: 


"Military obeprvers were amazed 
at the speed of the government 
troops! withdrawal throughout lower 
Catalonia virtually without firing a 
shot except for rear guard actions 
to cover the retreat. They suggest— 
ed that the government might be re 
tiring to a ‘surprise! defense line 
just inside the border of Barcelona 
province. 

"These sources gee little immed~ 
tate danger to the capital itself. 
They said the orderly withdrawal of 


° the 


Here 


government forces indicated 
that it might be part of a long- 
laic plan to make the most de*er- 
mined stand along the natural lines 
of mountain defenses near the pro- 
vincial border." {New York Times 
Jammary 16, 1939.) 


we have another clear indication 
that from the military point of view, 
the rapid retreats were beyond justi- 
fication. How well the Loyalist lead- 
ers of treacherous surrender have uti- 
lized the "natural lines of mountain 
defanses" is nowpart of the gruesome 


history of the Catalonian betrayal. 


LAGK" OF ARMS 


; EVERY thinking worker upounre~ 
covéring irom the first shock of the in- 
credulous events in Catalonia was im- 
mediately confronted with the natural 
question "WH Y ?™ Why the sudden re=- 
treat? Why was there no defense of 
Tarragona, of Barcelona, of Catalonia? 
The Loyalist leaders explained that 
there was a lack of arms constantly, 
before the surrender, during and es- 
pecially after the surrender. LExcept— 
ing this explanation from the People's 
Front Government,the press correspond~ 
ents reported that the great cata- 
strophe was due solely to the lack of 
Loyalist arms with which to equip the 
fighters. The New York Times corres— 
pondent, Herbert L. Mathews, reported 
particularly the lack of machine guns. 
Another correspondent, interviewing 
workers who fled the abandoned city, 
was given the information that bullets 
were s0 scarce that they had to be 
actually rationed out: 


"The need wag machine guns; in 
fact, failure to defend Barcelona 
in the end can be ascribed primari- 
ly to the lack of these weapons." 
(Herbert L. Mathews, N.Y. Times, 
Feb. 4, 1939. Our emphasis - LL) 


"The last rations of bullets had 
been five per day per rifle on the 
southern edge of the city."(Vincent 
Sheean, N.Y.Times, Jan. 28, 1939.) 


soon as the dust of the 
rapid events began to settle, indica 
tions appeared that seemed to bélie 
the claims of the Loyalist government 
together with the impression that 
these correspondents had spread. Re- 
ports gradually began to seep in point- 
ing to the fact that the Loyalist 
government had in its possession vast 
quantities of arms at the time the un- 
defended. cities were abandoned to 
Franco. In Barcelona proper ykare bul~ 
lets had to be "rationed" to the work- 
ers, the Fascists came into possession 


But as 


not only of the vast industries that 
manufacture these arms, but large 
stores of arms ready for use. A New 


York Post dispatch is printed with the 
announcement “that huge quantities of 
war materials were captured with Bar- 
celona" (January 28th). The New York 
Times correspondent with Franco forces, 
Wm. P. Carney, mentions that vast 
stores of arms in Barcelona fell into 
Franco's hands: 


"..eevictory over Rapnblicans in 
Catalonia is held all the more sig- 
nificant because of the vast stores 


of ents, munitions and food 
they abandoned in their retreat 
from Barcelona." (Wm. P. Carney, 


New York Times, January 29th,1939. 
Our emphasis - L.L.) 


Associated Press reports confirm this 


n/t 


when speaking of the conditions. in 
Barcelona after its surrender: 


"There (Barcolona) great factor-— 
ies and stores of war supnlies were 
in Insurgent hands." (New Y ork 
Times, January 29th, 19 3 9 - Our 
emphasis - L.L.) 


Details began to reach the outside 
world as to amounts and varieties of 
arms. Among the stores uncovered were 
the very meehine guns the supposed 
lack of which was mainly responsible 
for the failure to defend Barcelona. 
According to the New York Times, Janu- 
ary <9th, about.1,000 machine puns 
were found abandoned to the Fascists. 


As the shattercd Loyalist army 
rolled back and the Fascist ativanced, 
more munitkons constantly fell into 
the hands of France o. Practically 
every town that surrendered to Franco 
added its contribution to the mounting 
total of munitions, gums, planes and 
equipment: 


"In Barcelona as well as in sub- 
sequently captured towns General 
Franco's recuporation service con. 
tinues +0 discover daily more 
stocks of abandoned war material. 
Eighteen new planes and sixty nine 
new motors were found in an air- 
eraft factory at Vich. Huge miné- 
tion deposits fell into General 
Franco's hands in the villages of 
Ripolet and Sadanola." (New York 
Times, February 4th, 1939.) 


The Loyalist government had these arms 
when Franco was approaching. Why were 
they not distributed among the workers 
at the fronts to the last? Or failing 
to distribute whoy were they left to 
Franco by the Loyalist commanders un 
destroyed? Nor were these vast. stores 
of arms obligingly left to Franco, the 
only munitions in Catalonia at the 
time of the criminal surrenders. The 
retreating Loyalist army dragged with 
it over the French border other large 
amounts of light and heavy artillery, 
arms, tanks and planes. Many fighting 
planes had beén therd but were wt 
used in the defense of Tarragona and 
Barcelona. Scores of planes crossed 
the French border at different points 


to be confiscated and later to be 
turned over to Franco, as the legal 
ruler of Spain. Other planes were 


left to Franco and a great number flew 
over to Central Spain without giving 
battle to the unrushing Fascists: 


"PERPIGNAN, France, Feb.6.— At 
least sixty Loyalist fighting 
planes today landed at Fronch air~ 
ports." (World-Tolegram, February 
6, 1939.) 


"Some government planes landed 
in France, but most of what romain- 
ed of tho govornment air force was 
roported ta have flown to the cont- 
ral Spanish zone,ombracing Valencia 
and Madrid." (N. Y. Timos, Fob. 6, 
1939.) 


Finally the stroam of war materi- 
als rolling toward tho Fronch border 
assumed such enormous proportions that 
it became the cause of astonishment 
and special conment. The New York 
Times, which only a few-days before, 
basing itself upon the "information" 
secured from tne Loyalist leaders, had 
editorialed the lack of planes, tanks 
and guns,was able to headline a direct 
wireless message (Feb. 8, 1939): 


"ARMS IN PROFUSION SENT OVER BORDER" 


The article went on to list such 
varied items and in such largo quanti- 
ties that the reporter himself empha 
sized the apparent falschood of those 
who had go loudly shoutod about the 
lack of arms: 


"That the Catalonian army did 
not lack the wherewithall to fight 
is indicated by the large quanti- 


ties of arms, including ninety 
field pieces of artillery, machine 
guns, trench mortars, anti-tank 


guns, rifles, revolvers, hand gren- 
ades and airplanes that have been 
gurréndered to the French authori- 
ties by Loyalist soldiers who have 
croseod the bordereceeee 

fost of the Artillery crossed 
at Bourg-Madame this morning. It 
included motorized untts drawn by 
big six-wheeled trucks of American 
make carrying gun grews and towing 
annnon of 75 and 105 milimoters. 
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"Other artillery sections enter- 
ed France at Le Parthus and Perpig- 
nan, and numerous machine guns are 
among the arms surrendered..... 

"Enormous piles of rifles and 
arms were stacked at the frontier. 
A detachment of fifty motor-cycle 
sidecars and complote mechanical 
equipment for an airfield reached 
Cerbere."(N.Y.Times, Feb.8,1939.) 


And to cap the climax in this fakery 
of "lack of arms" there was this most 
significant of all nows. Standing on 
the tracks waiting permission to pull 
into Franco were 200 freight cars 
packed with arms and munitions: 


"According to reports to the 
French authorities, 200 freight cars 
standing on the tracks at Cerbere 
contain arms and munitions, which 
will be inspected by French experts 
before their transfer is permitted." 
(N. Y. Times, Fob. 8th, 1939.) 


One is impressed not only by the enor- 
mous amount of arms in 200 freight 
Cars but by the fact that. they were 
standing there loaded within a week of 
the Barcelona surrender. Why was this 
vast amount of war material in freight 
cars? If it had previously been ship- 
ped in from the outside, then obvious- 
ly it remained unloaded at the very 
moment when the arms were most needed 
by the workers in the defense of the 
city. And if these arms were produced 
in Catalonia, then it is clear that 
they had been boxed in advance for 


just such a retreat as had been plan- 
ned. In either case, this additional 
vast amount of arms and mmitions was 
in Catalonia when Barcelona wag sur~- 
rendered for “lack of arms." 


The striking fact in this 
Question of arms is not the exact 
ration of this or that type of artil- 
lery possessed by the two armies; but 
that the ipa: government hgd a 
profusion of arms which it kept crated 
up in box cars ree stored away in ware- 
houses during the "defense" of Tarra- 
gona and of Barcelona and the rest of 
Catalonia. Planes, with which it did 
not once challenge seriously the 
Franco bombardments. Munitions indus- 
tries which it turned over to Franco 
intact. Tne daming truth is that 
while thore were huge stores of muni- 
tions in Barcelona and other towns, 
the soldiers were being deliberately 
rationed 5 bullets per day. There 
were formidable fortifications around 
Barcelona but the Loyalist commanders 
ordered the workers to give them up 
without defense. 


There is not a shadow of doubt 
that the decisive factor in the occu- 
pation of Barcelona and entire Catal- 
Onia by the bloody Fascists was not 
the lack of arms. in the Loyalist army, 
but the sabotage of arms by tho Azanas, 
Negrins, Miajas and othor cold-blooded 
assassins of the Spanish toiling masse 
es. For a government of treachery and 
betrayal no amount. of arms would be 
sufficient to win. 


THe EXPULSION OF THE 
INTHRNATIONAL BRIGADES 


THE attempt of the Spanish bdourg- 
@Oisie -in July 1936 to establish a 
fascist rule’ aroused a spirit -of res- 
istance not only ‘in the Spanish pro~ 
letariat but amongst the toilers 
throughout the world. - Thousands o f 
militant workers © mighods to: omaia from 
various countries: to lend a-helping 
hand to their embattled class brothers. 
The International Brigades, mombering 
thousands of workers, formed a leading 
spirit of’ the "Loyalist" Army. ‘It was 


precisely immediately prior to Frarcols 
drive against Catalonia tha +t the 
"Loyalist" government expelled the 
last of the International Brigades 
from its army: 


"J eee++eat Gonova the League wag 
suddenly ‘told by Leftist Premier 
Juan Negrin that he will speed. up 
and contime his recent evacuation 
of foreign volunteers from loftist 
Spain until not a single membor of 
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the famed International Brigade 
remains." (Times Magazine, October 
17, 1938.) 


Negrin pretended that he was 
merely complying with the "non-inter- 
vention" agreement to rid both sides 
of international troops, But Negrin 
knew well that the "withdrawal"of 
foreign troops from the Fascist army 
was a farce and a fraud. In a message 
to the departing Internationals, the 
non-intervention plans were cynically 
attacked (which he was here carrying 
out beyond expectations) and the It- 
alian withdrawals wore characterizod as 
a farce: 


"Thewithdrawals of 
19,000 Italians was repeatedly char- 
acterized as a farce, an ironic pan- 
tomime and a fraud." (Tho New York 
Times, Oct. 30, 1938. 


As far as the outcome of the Loy- 
alist "defense" was concerned, where 
defense is only a stepping stone to 
the next retreat and surrender, the 
retention of the International fight- 
ergs at the front certainly would not 
have made .any fundamental difference. 
But from a purely strategic point of 
view of rapid surrender |. of Catalonia 
lt made an enormous difference. These 
fighters were accredited to be among - 
the best and most seasoned campaigners. 
They rushed into many breaches to stop 
Franco. They themselves had certainly 
not asked to be released from duty; 
the request ag a matter of fact, nay 
the insistence, came from the heads of 
the government. "'This painful (!) 
duty we now ask of them,' Negrin had 
said.! (Times Magazine, October 17, 
1938.) 


The Internationals had beon a 
bone in the throat: of both Franco and 
the People's Front Government. With 
the war ever closer to the end they 
were becoming a political ombarrass~ 
ment and would prove a dangerous leak 
of information and opinion if kopt on 
to the very last betrayal. Tho Loyal- 
ist Government showed in tho over- 
eagerness abt some of its withdrawals 
that it was/motivated by respect for 
the . "non-intervention" s c h eme, but 
by a real desire to be rid of the In- 


ternationals. In some sections of 
Spain the International fighters were 
mustered out of servico so hurriedly 
that no provisions were maen made to 
remove them from Spaine For woeks 
théy were abandoned in Central Spain 
until passage was provided by the gift 
‘Of an American millionaire, and were 


finally mustered over the French bord- 


er barely escaping the Fr anco 
awalanche as it rolled over Catalonia. 


"The ‘Lost Legion’ of foreign 
volunteers who formerly fought on 
the sida of the Spanish Govornment 
wore rushéd from Barcclona toward 
the French border today. (Tho next 
day Franco was in Barcelona.) They 
got the designation 'Lost Legion! 
pecause they were isolated for 
weeks: in Contral Spain after having 
been mustored out of the government 
army." (N.Y.Times, Jan. 25, 1939.) 


Others of tho Internationals were not 
s0 fortunate in being provided for and 
in the rush to get out of Franco's un- 
coming tide. Disorionted, bewilderod, 
they were caught at the French border 
and:met tho resistance of French offi- 
cials who barred their way into France: 


"Some of the Internationals left 
behind, incidentally, are making 
pathetic offorts: to got through, but 
so far the French refuse -to lot 
them in." (Herbert L. Mathews, 
N.¥.Times, Jan. 29, 1939.) 


some Of these misled fighters decided 
to:drop their International affiliatim 
and re-enlist as individuals to defend 
Barcelona. But the treachorous 
People's Front. Government, carrying 
Out its ghastly sabotage and surrender, 
would not ‘have these men in any capa- 
city: 


"Several of these men (Inter- 
national Brigadérs) said they had 
offerei to re-enlist as individuals 
to help save Barcelona but that 
their offer had boen turned down." 
(N. Y. Times, Jan. 26, 1939.) 


The withdrawal of the Internatior 
al Brigaders created a little stir at 
the time. It was naturally not con~ 
nected in the popular mind with th 
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batrayels of the past nor with the be- 
trayals to come. The implications of 
the withdrawols were drowned in rous- 
ing welcomes to the heroes on their re- 
turn from the war"for democracy." 


Meanwhile the confidential re- 
ports of the Loyalist Government it- 
self discbsed that Franco was receiv— 
ing additional Italian troops: 


"BARCELONA — According to re 
ports here, cight Italian divisions 
are among the 150,000 men the Re~ 
bels are hurling at the government 
lines on the Ebro front. Confi- 


dential reports declare that Italy 


is sending more troops to Spain." 
(N.Y.Times, Sept. 7, 1938.) 


Franco was strengthening the Ebro 
front with thousands of newly arrived 
Italians. But the Loyalist Government 
consciously and doliberately was weak 


ening "its" army by removing volun- 
teers at the most crucial moment in 
the war — onthe eve of the attack 


against the all-important city of Bar- 
celona. Herein lies the key to the 
basic attitude and role of tholoyal-~ 
ist People s Front Governmente 


THE EARLIER BETRAYALS 


THE clear indications of sabotage 
of the war by the People's Front Gov- 
@rnment leaders thrown up by the rapid 
events of the Catalonian debacle, as 
we have stated, existéd from the be— 
ginning of the war. Sabotage of de- 
fense, ef trotps, wid of arms was rife 


in the ontjre war. Even where 
a detense took place first, surrender 
always followed, a surrender riddled 


with treacherye 


We are not going to record now 
the military history of the Spanish 
war step by step, betrayal by betrayal. 
But in the light of the glaring events 
of the deliberate surrenders of Tarra 
gona, of Barcelona and of the entire 
Catalonia, it is important to recall 
briefly the similar indications of 
past surrenders even where a strong 
defense had first taken place. 


The defense of the Basque front 
was left by the Loyalist Government 
entirely in the hands of the treacher~ 
ous Basque Nationalist bourgeoisie. 
Trouble brewed constantly between the 


militant Asturian workers and tne 
Basque bourgeoisie When in the midst 
of the Franco offensives the Basque 


President Antonio Aguirre crogsed the 
French border to where Franco had es— 
tablished his representatives, the 
Mistrust and suspicion of the workers 
grew rife: 


"A rift between the ultra red 
Asturian miners and the pinkish 


Basque Nationalists widened into a 
chasm whon the Asturians thought 
they had reason to suspect that the 
Basques were inclined to dicker for 
& separate peace with the Rebels." 
(N.Y.Times, March 3, 1937.) 


That the Basque bourgeoisie did not 
arrange a separate peacdo is due ens 
tirely to the watchfulness of the 
workers and the fear of the Basqge 
Nationalists to arouse the spectre of 
Red revolt. But in their "defense" of 
the front the Nationalists gave many 
indicatians of surrendering to Franco. 
Characteristic of the role of ths 
Basque Nationalist army is an incident 
that took place on the eve of the ab- 
aandomnent of the most important city 
of the Basque country. It showed the 
strong desire of the workers to defend 
to the end and the clear sabotage of 
the Nationalists: 


"The city (Bilbao) was in com 
plete control of a few hundred As- 
turians in the early morning, when 
they started blowing up bridges... 
(to keep out the fascist army). That 
was too much for a batallion of 
Basque militiamen. 


"The batallion moved against the 
Asturians, herded them on the out= 


skirts of the city and by dawn had 
cleared out the last group of dyna~ 
miters. The militiamen then flew 
a white flag from the telephone 


building and awaited the Insurgent 
invasions Gl. YT. Tinea dike 20, 1 eis) 
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Béfore its sellout to Franco, the 
Basque Loyalist government had promis- 
ed a fight to the finish against 
Franco: 


"Previously the Basque Govern- 
ment under President Jose Antonio 
Aguirre had declared its intentions 
to fight to the finish against the 
Insurgent armies.... (New York Times 
Junc 18, 1938.) 


The Bilbao territory was protcct-~ 
ed by enormously powerful defenses: 


",....0fficers who saw the World 
War said these defenses were more 
elaborate and stronger than any- 
thing they had ever seen..."(lm. P. 
Carnoy, NeY.Times, June 18, 1937.) 


The troops of Franco were permitted 
by the Basque Loyalist Government to 
walk througn these defenses into 


Bilbao without meeting any resistance. 
The iron ring around Bilbao was quict-— 
ly accupied by the fascist troops to 
whom it was abandoned intacte 


After the fall of Bilbao — which 
is to the Basque country what Barcelo- 
na is to Catalonia ~ the same campaign 
of treason, now made wholly familiar 
by the events in Catalonia, was set to 
work. to cover the sabotags and the 
blow of dofeat. The importanée of the 
loss of Bilbac was minimized, there 
were promises of new defenses, ote.ctc. 


"The importance of Bilbao's fall 
was minimized in government circles. 
It was said that preparations to 
take the offensive were wall under 
way..e." (N.Y.Times, June 20, 193%) 


* 


Before Bilbao t hero was San 
Sebastian: 


"The Spanish government admini— 
stration in San Sebastian has of— 
fered to surrender the city..... 

"The new overtures were _made 
without the knowledge of the Anar- 
chists ani Other extremistse 

"It is rumored that there is 
fignting in the Spanish resort 
city between Basque Nationalists 


who do not wish to soo it destroy 
ed as Irun was, and extremists of 
the loft, who intend to hold 
against all odds." (New York Times, 
Sept. 8, 1936.) 


Aftor Bilbao there was Santander. 


At Santander the treachery of 
the Basque Loyalist leaders knew no 
bounds. Their pretentions to organs 
ize a defense of the city lockec al- 
most convincing. Munitions factories 
were run on a twonty-four-hour basis. 
Stepw were taken tO organizo and en- 
trench tho army. The treacherous army 
comminders promised to defend the 
city to the very death: 


"SANTANDER, Spain, June 26.— 
Basque army leaders entrenching 
their’ 555) 000n monic curd. said they 
would hold until they wero destroy— 
Ode 

"Santander munitions 
ars working day amd night." 
Times, Juno 27, 1937.) 


factories 
ie 


Moreover with the memory of the treach 
erous surrender of Bilbao still fresh 
in the minds of the workers, these 
hypocritical leaders of surrender, to 
alay any suspicion, threatened severe 
punishment tO anyone who sO much as 
whispered about a surrender, even to 
the extent of officially declaring 
"that any man who says ‘surrender! 
must answer to a military tribunal" 
(N.Y.Times, June 27, 1937). But at 
the samo timo it was quite evident 
that only thse workers were seriously 
and honestly interested in defending 
the city from the Fascists. The 
Basques were quietly surrondoring to 
Franco during all these protestations 
of "defense": 


"Although Asturian and Santander 
Marxists and Anarchists seem dis- 
posel to continue fighting, the 
Basque Separatists.....entire bat- 
aAlliong are surrendering without re 
sistance."(N.Y.Times,June 29,1937.) 

* 


The sabotage of the war materials 
in the possession of the Loyalist gov- 
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ernment was in evidence from the very 
earliest phase of the civil war. 


When the Fascist cutthrdats, 
fleeing from the enraged workers, hid 
in the stronghold of reaction — the 
ALCAZAR of Toledo — the Loyalist Gov- 
ernment forbade the workers to dyna- 
mite it and refused the use of planes 
or artillery in order to force the 
Francoites aut of the fortress. 
Prieto, at that time Loyalist Minister 
of Air and Marine, justified this crim 
inal action and gave the following spe 
cious reasons for not employing the 
means at hand to rout the Fascists: 


"'IThe Government forces, he 
contimed, ‘have not been usad ap 
to now to their full cfficiency, as 
would have been done in case of a 
foreign invasion. I take as a 
typical example that of Toledo, 
whore a group of rebel officers is 
entrenched. It would have been 
very easy for one of our bombing 
planes to blow up the Alcazar, but 
Gur enemies are Spaniards, as we 
are, and this palace is one of our 
most precious ar +t treasures.!" 
(N.Y.Times, August 4, 1936. Our 
emphasis —- Lele 


In light of the Popular Front 
Government*s consistent policy of 
sabotaging of war materials and of 
betraying section after section of 
territory +o Franco, it is clear that 
tne Popular Front Government's primary 
concern was tO save the Fascists in 
the Alcazar and not the art treasures. 


The Fascists who were fighting to 
secure possession of all Spanish torri- 
tory were no doubt great Spanish pat- 
riots. But they made no false pre~ 
tenses of preserving art treasures 
when the life of Spanish capitalism 
was at stake. Fascist General Mola 
was then preparing to blow San 
Sebastian to pleces unless it surren- 
dered: 


"QA Rebel ultimatum from General 
Emilio Mola declaring that his men 
would ‘blow the city to pieces! 
unless it surrendered." (N.Y.Times, 
September 12, 1936.) 


At the beginning of the civil war, 
the Popular Front Government was great— 
ly superior to the Fascists in aero— 
planes and could have crushed the re- 
volt as soon as it started by bombing 
the fascists out of existence. But the 
Popular Front Government refused to 
use the planes -on the flimsy pretext 
that it lacked confidence in the 
aviators of the Spanish army who re- 
mained with the Popular Front forces: 


“Were it not for this lack of 
confidence, military tacti cians 
point out,whole squadrons of planes 
could be throw against enemy strong 
holds to end the revolt." (N.Y.Times 
August 18, 1936. Our omphasis -L.L) 


Even if this incradible excuse is 
accepted for the moment there still re- 
mains this fact to be explainsd away: 
mumerous aviators flocked to Loyalist 
Spain from all over the world to aid 
the workers in their battle against 
Franco. The Popular Front Government 
could not very well plead "lack of 
confidence" in these class-conscious 
fliers, and so it paraded a new 
excuse for not using its adr fleet 
against the Fascists: 


"Many Russians, Polish and Mexi~ 
can fliors have offered their 
services, it was said, but the 
government professes reluctance to 
employ them because international 
complications might result." (N. Y. 
Times, August 18, 1936. Our empha- 
sis - Lib.) 


This fairy tale about "international 
complications" ig perhaps one of the 
most fantastic of all,the lies used by 
the Popular Front Government to cover 
up its cooperation with Franco. The 
thousands of International Brigaders 
fighting in the-Loyalist army — the 
Popular Front Government could not ex- 
pel them at the beginning of the war 
for such an act would have given its 
criminal game away entirely — also 
were a source of “international com 
plications." "Logically", tho Inter- 
national Brigaders should also have 
beon bottled up unused as was tho air- 
flect. But the militancy of tho work 
erg at the start of tho war was too 
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mach for the Popular Front Government 
to crush completely. Consequently, 
the Popular Front Government had to be 
&@ little "illogical". The Internation- 
al Brigade, whose presence was well 
known to the workers,had to be accept- 
ed by the Government into the army,but 
the foreign fliers whose existence was 
not so well known to the workers, were 
kept grounded — for Franco's benefit. 
J 
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. The crimes of the People's Front 
leaders on the military field alone is 
sufficient to stamp them as treacher. 

ous leaders selling out tho workers, 
But a war is not only a military con. 
flict but a political conflict as well. 
The interrelation betwoen treachery of 
the leadership of the Peoplo's Front 
Loyalist Government and the political 
interests of all the forces involved 
is discussed in tho followitg pages. 
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FIRAWCIE es FAI CUM 


By J. C. Hunter 


In this article the 
disastery confronting the 
French toilers is shown to 
be the result of the treach- 
ery of Stalinism, Social- 
democracy, Trotskyism and 
Lovestoneisme 


Politically paral y zed 
by these opportunist forces 
in whose clutches they lie 
helpless, the French workers 
are unable to resist the 
furious march of capitalist 
reaction. The rapid, over 
advancing transformation of 
the "democratic" government 
of France into a fascist dic 
tatorship by “legal", "par— 
liamentary" means proves 
each day the correctnéss of 
the analysis presented in 


With Spain, whose toil- 
erg were betrayed by Staline 
ism and its co-workers, by 
Social-democracy, by Anar- 
chism and by the other op- 


portunist forces, already 
under the axe of fascism, 
the French masses stand as 


the next victim of the 
fascist beast. 


"FRANCE FACES FASCISM" 
explains why the capitalists 
are so successful in their 
drive towards fascism and 


offers the workers of all 
countries a program to rid 
them of their opportunist 
betrayers and capitalist 


"F R ANCE BACES FASCISM oppression. 
; * OE * 

Read: "FRANCE FACES FASCISM" 
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By George Marlen 


HE GREAT LEADERS of the working 
i class, Marx, Engels and Lenin, 
hammered out the principles of scient- 
ific Socialism through a long and 
painstaking study of all problems of 
the struggle of the proletariat against 
its enemies. They showed in their an- 
alysis that certain policies advance 
the cause of the workingclass, whereas 
other policies which may appear on the 
surface quite correct, lead to strergth- 
ening of the enemics, to crushing de- 
feats of the workers and to throwing 
the masses back in-:their histaric al 
march to freedom. Every class cmsciou s 
worker,particularly the one who is sup 
porting or is a member of an organis- 
ation which has exercised a loading or 
at least an influential part 41 the 
Spanish and international events is 
duty-bound to make an inquiry into the 
policies pursued by his organiza tion, 
Moreover, it is his elementary oblig- 
ation also to examine the political 
position of every other tendency with- 
in the workingclass. 


It is not necessary to stress 
overmuch the deepening gravity of ‘he 
situation. A bloody nightmare of Fas~ 
cism is steadily overtaking one 
country after another. There is. only 
one force that can halt the advance of 
capitalist reaction. This force is 
the workingclass, leading the peasants 


and appressed raceg and nationalities. 

History furnishes a conclusive proof 
of this. The Russian workingclass 
armed with the Leninist policy smashed 
the fascist attempt of the Russian 
bourgeoisio in 1917 by overthrowing 
the capitalist-democratic government 
of the "Socialist" Kerensky and ec stab-— 
lished a workers republic. 


Those who have studiod the works 
of Marx and Engels iknow that these 
founders of scbentific Socialism have 
laid the theoretical basis for the 
proletariat to overthrow the decaying 
bourgeois order. Those who are fami- 
liar with Leninist toachings, partic— 
ularly on the question of imperialism, 
know that Lenin indicated that humanity 
had already actually entered the 
period of world revolution, whilo the 
successful overthrow of the capitalist 
and foudal oppressors of the Russian 
workers pointed the road to victory 
for other workers to follow. Inter 
national capitalism is writhing in the 
ever~sharpening political, ecoriomic 
and war crisis. But the most revolu- 
tionary class of all time, instoad of, 
as under the leadership of Lenin, suc- 
cessfully arising to smash the rotten 
structure of capitalism, is, under the 
presont leadership, being ground into 
dust by the bloody heel of the imperi- 
alists in ono aountry aftor anothor. 
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THe ROLE OF THE COMINTERN 


TODAY the most powerful organiz- 
ation which claims to follow the Len- 
inist policy is the Communist Intcr- 
national guided by Stalin. It is an 
undisputed fact that since Stalin and 
his collaborators assumed the leader- 
ship in the Communist International 
(1922), the world workingclass has not 
only failed to ostablish anothor 
Sovict Republic, but has actually suf- 
forei the most frightful defeats in 
all the history of capitalism. 


The policy that was pursued by 
the Communist Party of Spain and was 
generally followed by the Spanish 
masses was officially presented to the 
world proletariat in more or less com 
pleted form at the 7th Congress of the 
Comintern, in July 1935. 


The Comintern told the workers 

in a situation of severe crisis, 
an upsurge of the masses and the rise 
of the danger of Fascism it would be 
necessary to form a  Poople's Front 
Government. Such government, the 
Comintern stated, would not be a pro- 


lotarian diotatorsidip: 


that 


"Tf with such an uprising of the 
mass movement it will prove pos- 
sibla and necessary, in the intor- 
ests of tho prolotariat, to creates 
a proletarian vwnited front govern- 


ment, or an anti-fascist poople's 
front government, whic.. is not yot 


@ government of tne proletarian 
dictatorship, but one which under- 
takes to put into effect decisive 
measures against fascism and reac 
tion, the Communist Party must sec 
to it tuat such a government is 
formed." ("Resolution of tho 7th 
Congress," Daily Worker, Sept. 14, 
1935. My emphasis ~- ¢(.M.) 


Lenin oxplained that there can be 
only one of the two powers in society: 
either the power of the capitalists,or 
tne power of the workers: 


"Only two forces,in fuct, exist: 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie 
and the dictatorship of the prolet- 
ariat. Whoever has not learnt this 


from Marx, whoever has not learnt 


this from ‘the works ‘of all tne 
great Socialists, has nover boen a 
Socialist, has never understood 
socialism, and has only calied him- 
Belfvrcna eSocialist.” -(V.IsLenin, 
Seledted Works, English Edition, 


Vol. VIIZ, p. 170.) 


"Those who have road Marx and 
have failed to understand that in 
capitalist society, at every acute 
momeny,at every serious conflict of 
classos, only tho dictatorship of 
the bourgeoisie or the dictatorship 
of the proletariat is possible have 
understood nothing about the ocono— 
mic or the political doctrines of 
Marx." (V. I. Lenin, Selected Works, 
English Edition, Vol. X, p. 37.) 


The "Pcopie's Front Government" theres 
fore,not being a prolotarian dictator- 
ship was and could be only a bourgeois 
dictatorship. History, asLenin 
teaches, holds no middle course bet- 
ween proletarian dictatorship and 
bourgeois dictatorship. The 7th.Cong- 
ress, under the deceptive slogan, 
"People's Front Government", caus cd 
the workers tO support bourgeois dict~ 
atorship in its "democratic" form. 


The Comintern declared that the 
choice for the toiling masses must now 
be not proletarian dictatorship but 
bourgeOis domocraty as opposed to Fas- 
cism: 


"Now the toiling masses ina 
humber of capitalist countries are 
faced with the nocessity of making 
a Gofinite choice, and of making it 
today, not between proletarian dic- 
tatorship and bourgeois democracy, 
but between bourgeois democracy and 
fascism." (Dimitroff's report at 
the 7th Congress of tho Comintern, 
page 108.) 


ite iq) 
contradiction with 


clear that this is in con 
plete Lenin 'y 


thesis: 


"The epoch of bourgeois-domoc- 
ratic parliamontarism has ended. A 
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new chapter of world history, the 
epoch of proletarian dictatorship 
has begun.......! " (The Commnist, 
September 1934, p. 903.) 


It is not that the leaders of the Com 
intern are not familiar with Lenin's 
thesis on bourgeois democracy. HOny 
prior to the 7th Congress, when a dif- 
ferent policy was being pursued, these 
leaders gave evidence of such know- 
ledge: 


"Fascism organically grows out 
of bourgeois democracy....It is im 
possible to fight Fascism without 
fighting against all forms of bour- 
geois dictatorship, against alliits 
reactionary measures which pave the 
way to tho Faséist dictatorship.All 
this means firstly that the 
fight against Fascism calls for the 
systematic exposure of the decep- 
tion of Social-democracy which con- 
ceals the counter—revolutionary 
character of the bourgeois dictator- 
ship with phrases about 'democracy' 
osc QD. Z. Mamiileky,;/Inprecorr, 
June 10, 1931, pp. 548-549. 

If Lenin's thesis that this is 
the era of proletarian 
that to choose the middle road means 
to roll down to the dictatorship of 
the bourgeOisie and-landlords, and if 
the statements previously made by the 
leaders of fhe Comintern to the effect 
that Fascism gpows out of democrad 
are true, then there can be no doubts 
concerning the nature of the Comin- 
tern's line of the 7th Congress. The 
Comintern laid down for the inter- 
national proletariat, including the 
Spanish workers, a policy of support 
ing a form of capitalist. rule which 
would give rise to Fascism. 


This position, which was never 
held by the Commnist International 
under Lenin, was soon transported from 
paper into life. In February 1936 the 
7th Congress line was injected among 
the increasingly revolutionary toiling 
masses of Spain by leading them to 
support the bourgeois-democr atic 
People's Front Government. This wag 
supposedly the means of stopping Fas-— 
cism in Spaine 


revolution and. 


But the People's Front Government 
maintained virtually intact the entire 
Oppressive machinery of the Monarchy: 
the burocracy, the old army with its 
monarchist and fascist generals, in- 
cluding General Franco, and even the 
gang of anti-workingclass cutthroats, 
the Spanish Foreign Legion. Several 
months aftor the Popular Front Govern- 
ment was formed, he Comintern maga 
zine, Inprecorr, admitted the follow- 


ing: 


"During the two years rule of 
Lerroux and Gil Robles a fascist 
burocracy was built up — and it is 
not dead yet. The Director of the 
Treasury is none other than Primo 
de’ Rivera.....«.the President of the 
‘Committee for Culture is still the 
Man who proposed:a vote of congrat— 
ulation to the Civil Guard, after 
October, upon their ‘heroism! in 
Asturias. The Republican Ministers 
are surrounded by their old 
officialdom, which paralyzes their 
efforts. Within the offices of the 
administration lurk countless 
ONCMLESereeee 

"And the., question of the Ar 
lay: almost every officer is either 
a fascist or (more often) a monar- 
-chist." ("Secrets of Spain," — In- 
precorr, July 4, 1936, p. 831.) 


The information appearing in the 
Inprecorr of July 25, 1936, a few days 
after Franco began his uprising, show- 
ed plainly to any person whose eyes 
were open that the People’s Front Gov- 
ernment was a screen for the Fascist 
preparations:— 


"It is necessary to call atten- 
tion to a serious circumsaance. It 
Ist be said in the first place 
that if the republican governnents 
of Azganas and Quiroga had adopted 
ruthless and drastic measures 
against the fascist league, against 
the Spanish Phalanx, against the 
Renovation Espagnole, the National 
action of the Youth; if they had 
really purged the administrative 
apparatus and the army, there is no 
doubt that it need not have cometo 
a civil war. From the point of 
view of the interests of the Repub- 


lic it was a mistake to appoint 
General Franco, the leader of the 
conspiracy of February 1936, milit- 
ary governor of the Canary Islands; 
tO appoint General Batet, who blood- 
ily suvpressed the October movement 
in Catalonia, military commander of 
Burgos. The repudlican government 
tolerated the agitation of tho fas- 
cist officers, and now we.sec the 
results." (Inprecorr, July 25,1936, 
p- 900.) 


All the proparations for tho fas- 
cist uprising were being made during 
Lerroux-fobles regime. Naturally this 
semi-fascist government did nothing to 
hinder and everything to foster these 
preparations, But when the People's 
Front Govornment came into power the 
fascist preparations were intensified, 
yet in the montns betweon tne electiais 
(February 1936) and the actual upris- 
ing (July 1936) this government, cre- 
ated through ‘the initiative of ~ the 
Cemintern, also did nothing to hinder 
these preparations for a fascist coun. 
The leader of the Spanish Communist 
Party, Diaz, unguardedly made this ad- 
mission in the French organ of tne 
Socialist Party: 


"Then came the putsch of July 
18th, which surprised ro one. Pre- 
patations had already been complet~ 
ed before the elections, particul- 
arly during the time that Gil 
Robles wis Minister of War. They 
were reinforced and intensified 
after the clections." 
Sept. 8, 1936. Our emphasis.) 


In fact the heads of the Porular Front 
Gavernmuent fei,;ned surprise when 
Franco's uprising was launched. ‘There 
were naive peorle around the fovern- 
mer.t, no doubt sincere in their democ- 
ratic illusions, wo imagined that tho 
Government would really fight Fascisia. 
Tuey informed the Government tuat a 
big Fascist Putsch was in preparation. 


"It aprears that the fovernmont, 


although they had been informod 
thet 4 hig-fascist plot was being 


prepared, were at first taken by 
surprises) (hogrecorr, cS uty 25, 


1936. Wy eupnasis — G.l.) 


(Le Porulairo, 


17 — 


But ti.c Communist Party of Spain 
urged the workers to place their con- 
fidence in the Porular Frent Govern- 
mont. No criticism, no exposure was 
tolerated by the Communist Party. 
Only fovr weeks before the Franco up- 
risins when many people were in the 
possession of information that Fascism 


‘was preparing to strike, tho Communist 


Party organ, Mundo Obrero, told the 
workers that to discredit the treacher- 
ous Popular Front Government would be 
detrimental to the interests of the 
workerss 


"......a0Wwever, We cOnsider that 
anything tending to break the ranks 
of tne popular masses, to discredit 
the Government in their eyes, is 
suicidal." (Mundo Obrero, Jure 17, 
1936.) 


It is noteworthy that tho momont 
Franco staged his uprising, in almost 
every important center of Spain, it 
was not the Government troops or the 
Repudlican Civil Guards that virtually 
smasnead the Fascists but the workers 
themselves who acted over the head of 
the sabotaging Popular Front Govern- 
mente 


"The key to an understanding of 
events in Spain is tho fact that,in 
tue four great cities of Madrid, 
Barcelona, Valencia and Malaga, 
whore the rebellion was suppressed, 
tno suppression was accomplished 
not by government troons or by the 
Civil Guards,but by armed workers." 
(Walter Duranty, The New Yor k 
Times, Sept. 19, 1936.) 


Had the workers been allowed to 
swecp On they would have finished the 
Fascist uprising, But thoy were per~ 
suaded by their leaders, supnorters of 
vhe Popular Front Government, that the 
task of fighti:z Fascism must be en- 
trusted to the Popular Front Govern~ 
ment. The Conmunist Party leadership 
was in the forefront in the work of 
advocatinz strict loyalty to the bour- 
@eois democratic cabinet and later to 
Largo Caballero, insisting that in the 
country there mast te one authority, 
the sabotasinc Fopular Front Govern- 
ment: 
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"The Communist 
single authority — the government 
— has been put into practice by 
strict loyalty first to the bour- 
geois democratic cabinet and now to 
the Largo Caballero government...." 
(G. Marion, Daily Worker, December 
10, 1936.) 


slogan of a 


The Government continued its 
policy of preventing the workers from 
stopping Fascism. There was ample op- 
portunity presenting itself, more than 
once, to put an end to Franco's upris- 
ins; but the Government from the start 
of the war avoided taking advantage of 
this opportunity. Thousands af Astur- 
jan miners armed with dynamite wore 
helc back for some time from attacking 
the Fascist stronghold in Oviedo (N.Y. 
Times, August 17, 1936). Premier 
Giral refused to order the bombardment 
of the Alcazar. However, as days rol- 
lei on, the People's Front Government 
faced a danger from the arcused work 
ers who expected an organized attempt 
to put down Franco. TT cover up its 
policy of preventing the Franco defeat 
and carry out the diabolical scheme of 
Wiping out in tlood the advanced sec~ 
tion of the Spanish workingclass, hugs 
armies wore raised, arms were produced 
in profusion and inported from abroad. 
The impression thus was created that 
victory for the workers was a foregone 
conclusion. International inperialssm 
worked hand in glove with this scheme. 
Creatin,;; the impression that they wish- 
ed a speedy termination of the war the 
lisperialists placed an embar,zo0 upon 
arms for both Loyalists and Franco. 
The mmbargo permitted the imperialists 
to extract extra profits for arms ship- 
ped to Spain in form of contraband. At 


tne same time tne British, French, 
German and Italian imperialists were 
launeuverinz throu,hout tae war for 


economic and 
Franco. 


political deals with 


The Comintern 
developments and raised 


concealed those 
a2 cry that it 


was due to the blockade of arms that 
the workers were losing in Spain. 
While doing this they hid the fact 


that Stalin's Government in the Soviet 
Union actually participated tosether 
with tne inperialists in the "blockwe" 
Of arnis to Spain: 


"SOVIET BANS ARMS FOR SPAIN 

"The Commissariat of Foreign 
Trade issued tonight an order pro- 
hibiting the shipment of munitions 
to Spain. The decree forbade the 
export, re-export or transit to 
Spain of all kinds of arms, muni- 
tions, war material, airplanes and 


warships. It was effective as of 
last Friday." (The N.Y.Times, Aug. 
31, 1936.) 

This news item was never denicd Ie Si 


the Stalinist press. 


Meantime the line of the 7th Con- 
aress was applied in France. There 
was established a Popular Front Govern- 
ment with solid support of the Comin- 
tern. This government, tho workers 
were told, was also to be a weapon to 
holp ston the march of Fascism. But 
peculiarly enough the action of this 
supposed weapon against Fascism was 
directed in the interests not of the 
workers in the Loyalist territory but 
actually in the interests of Franco. 
And this action "strangely" cnough was 
given support by the French Communist 
Party. 


It was lImown that thousands of 
enthusiastic workers and intellectuals 
were ready to give their lives to stop 
Franco, and wero rushing to Spain, 
primarily through France. The French 
Chanocr of Deputies carrying out the 
policy of French imperialism of siding 
with Franco voted to grant the French 
People's Front Government power to 
halt enlistment of volunteers to Spain. 
It is a matter of record that all the 
deputies, not only the Fascists and 
the Social Democrats, but also the 
"Communists," voted for the measure: 


"By a UNANIMOUS vote of 591, the 
Chamber of Deputies this afternoon 
granted Premier Blum's sovernment 
the powers it asked to take any 
measures it might consider neces— 
sary to prevent recruiting or tran- 
sit of volunteers in Fronch terri- 
tory for sé6rvico in either of the 
combatant forces in Spain. 

"The government's bill passed by 
tne Chamber would punish French 
volunteers at the discretion of 
judges and impose fines of 10,000 


ates 


francs and prison sentences of six Now the League of Nations, which 
months or a year on persons involv— proved conclusively its hypocritical 
ed in the enlistment of volunteers and imperialist nature, silently sup- 
for Spain's war." (N.Y.Times, Jan. porting the rosber wars, in the casce 
16, 1937. My capitals and emphas- of Manchukno, Ethippia, was painted by 
is — GM.) the Stalinist Comintern in extremely 


favorable colors: 
The whole world was aware that 


non-intervention was a farce, that "The Italian and German inter- 
while obstacles were being placed in vention endangers the peace of the’ 
the path of anti-Franco volunteers to world, and the League should act to 
Spain, troops of Mussolini oy the tens forestall such peril to peace. The 
of thousands wore being sent tO Franco. demand shoul¢ go up everywhere that 
But the policy of the Comintern among the League of Nations accede to 
the Italian workers was no 1lo¢6ss Spain's demand for a hoaring. A 
"strange" than in Spain or in France: League of Nations Assembly meeting 
now would be another important ob- 
"Let us reach our hands to each stacle in the path of the fascist 
other, children of the Italian war aggressors." (Daily Worker, 
nation, Fascists and Communists, editorial, Decomber 2, 1936.) 
Catholics and Socialists, people of 
all Opinions, and let us march side The entire policy of: tho Stalin- 
oy side to enforce the right of ex- ist Comintern was a policy of anti- 
istence of the citizens of a civil- Leninism, a policy of poisoning the 
ized country, as ours is. We have Masses with illusions, definitely 
ths same ambition — to make Italy playing into the hands of Spanish and 
strong, free and happy." ("Recon- international imporialism. 
ciliation of the Italian People for 
thes Salvation of Italy," Inprecorr, * 


August 22, 1936, pe 1026.) 
Whereas tho present policy of 
Every coneeivable illusion was People's Front Government is a line 
planted in the haads of the Spanish to the Right of Lenin's policies, the 
proletariat by the Stalinist Comintern. immeliately precoding line (1928-1934) 


In Lenin's day the League of Nations was running to the Left of the Lenin- 
was declared to be an organization of ist line. Under the Rightist line the 
imperialist bandits. When the Third Comintern has been forming coalitions 
International was founded, Lenin warn- and non-aggressive blocs with liberals 
ed the masses against the League of ani the potty—bourgeois—demo cratic 
Nations; Second International. The leaders of 


the Comintern during the present Right- 
"Under the namo of ‘'Loague of igt line even speak of organic unity 


Nations' the joy of social-patriots of the Socialist and Conmunist parties. 
and social-opportunists, the great But during the Leftist period of 1928- 
Powers, especially France, simply 1934 Social Democracy was declared to 
intend to redivide the world, ac- be Social Fascist and aven Fascist: 
cording to their greed and insati- 

able appetite. The League of "When we spoak of the Socialists 
Nations is a4 new Holy Allaance of as sOcial fascists,we are not mere- 
Capitalists against proletarians ly abusing them, we are giving the. 
and revolution. And the newly form scientific description...Socialists 
ed Communist International was per- in words, fascists in deeds! That 
feculy cight in pointing out the is what Social fascism means." 
dacperousness ef this weapon in the (Earl Browdor, "The Meaning of So- 
hawis of the social-traitors, who cial-Fascism," pp. 14-15.) 

strives to split tice proletarian 

forces and help tle imperialistic It was even stated in the official 
cour.ter-revolutionaries." (The Com organ of the Comintern that Social 


munist International, No.l, p. 71.) Democracy is actual Fascism! 


_ 


"Indeed, social-fascism by no 
means needs to be developed into 
‘pure! fascism. It already iS 
actual fascism." (The Commmist In- 
ternational, Vol.VII, No.2-3, p.101. 


Capitals in the original.) 


The tactics pursued during the 
Leftist line usually led to the dis- 
ruption of the workingclass through 
puischist risings and bloody scraps 
with workers! organizations other than 
the Stalinist, and with the police. 
For examplo: in 1931, in the midst of 
this Leftist period the Spanish Commmn 
ist Party, then a handful of people, 
800 members in entire Spain (D.@.Manu- 
ilsky, Daily Worker, March 13, 1939), 
compared with its present size, mado 
attempts to overthrow tho Cataloian 
Republic: "Our comrades tried to seize 
the palace of the Catalonian Govern- 
mont in Barcelona" (The Spanish Com— 
muriist Party ana the Revolutionary 
Situation," The Communist Internation- 
al uly, 19Sh,fipel G27) 


* 


The Rightist policy (1934-1939) 
just as the Leftist Third Period policy 
(1928-1934) are not a new phenomena in 
the practice of the Communist Intoer- 
national since it came under the domin- 
ation of Stalin, With Lenin removed 
from active political work by illness, 
asort of a narrow People's Front 
Government policy was laid down by the 
Comintern directed by Stalin and his 
collaborators, including Trotsky, in 
1962-23. That policy was the one of 
tne so-called Workers Governmont. To 
Lenin a workers, or a workers and 
farmers government was synonimous with 
proletarian dictatorship, led by the 
Communist Party. In other words — 
Soviet powcr. Lenin said "Soviet pow- 
er assists the toilors! struggles with 
the landlords and capitalists, that is 
wiy Soviet power is called workers arid 
peasants power.’....." And Lenin indi- 
cated that there could be no middle 
ground between a genuine workers gov- 
ernment and the power of the ovvres- 
sors: "....there is no middle. There 
is no choice: either the power of the 
workers and peasants or the power of 
the capitalists and landlords!" (Lenin, 
dollected Works, Vol.XVI, p. 303-317). 


~~ 


In his greetings to the Italian,French 
and German Communists, Lenin stated 
categorically "The dictatorship of the 
proletariat is the only means of de- 
fense of the toilers against the op- 
pression of capitalism" (Lenin, "Grect- 
ings to the Italian, French and German 
Communists," Ibid. Vol.XVI, pe 334.) 


Against the distontion of this 
position, against those who told tho 
workers +0 support "democracy" Len- 
in carried on a merciless struggle. In 
his tnesis on bourgeois democracy and 
proletarian dictatorship, Lenin stated: 


"What the Socialists completely 
fail to understand and what shows 
their theoretical shortsightedness, 
their dependence on bourgeois pre- 
judices, their political treachery 
to the praletariat, is, that in 
capitalist socicty, with the sharp- 
ening of the class struggle which 
liscs at its foundations, there can 
be no middle ground between dictat- 
orship of the bourgeoisie and dict- 
atorship of the proletariat. Any 
dream of a third possibility is a 
reactionary lamentation of a petty- 
bourgeois." (Lenin, "Bourge ois 
Democracy and Proletarian Dictator- 
ship," Thesis adopted by the First 
World Congress of the Communist 
International, 1919.) 


But the policy of the Workers 
Government laid down by the Fourth 
Congress of the Comintern, in Demember 
1922, in Lenin's absence, adopted the 
following anti-Leninist positions: 


_ “Under certain circumstances the 
Commanists must be prepared to form 
a@ govermment jointly with the non- 
Commanist workers’ parties and or- 
ganizations......the Commnists are 
prepared, under certain conditions 
and with certain guarantoes, to sup- 
port a non-Commnist workers! gov- 
ernment," (Resolutions and Thesis 
of the Fourth Congress of the Com 
munist International, p. 32-33.) 


This opportunist thesis was trans- 
lated into lifo in Saxony and Thurin- 
gia in the Fall of 1923. Leaders of 
the Communist Party of Germany formed 


a coalition with tho treacherous Ger- 
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man Social Democrats and established 
with thom what was then called a Work- 
ers Government. The leaders of the 
Conmmist International, Stalin, Trot- 
sky and the rest, know vory well tnat 
Social Democracy was then as it is to- 
day a vicious potty-bourgoois—damocra- 
tic enomy of the working class and a 
faitnful agency of the capitalist sys- 
tem. Only a few years befors, in the 
Manifesto of the Second Congress, in 
1920, which was signed by Lenin, and 
of course read by all the top leaders 
of the Comintern there was something 
definite about Social Domocracy: 


"Historical treason comnitted by 
the intsrnational social democracy 
has no equal in tho history of op- 
pression and struggle. Most horrib 
ly this became obvious in Gormany." 


Yet, the leaders of the German Communes 

ist Party directed by the Executive 

Committee of the Commnist Internation 
al joined with the treasonadle Social- 
ists. Tho so-called Workers Government 
was formed not on tho basis of the 

overthrow of the capitalist State, as 

in Russia in October. 1917 but on the 

basis of accepting the capitalist con- 

stitution. Here is tho statement of 

the Social Democratic head of the 

Thuringian Government: 


about the Commnists in 
the Coalition Government Her Froe- 
lich said the Commmists had  sur- 
prised him by unequivocally accent- 
ing a parliamentary and constitutia- 
al government." (N.¥.Timos, Octobor 
Bo PI9ZS90ps).2i}) 
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This meant that the Commnist 
Party of Germany was out to supporta 
capitalist State of the German ruling 
Classes, instead of organizing Soviets 
and leacing the masses towards putting 
up & genuiné workers government. The 
Communist International gave the werk~ 
ers a choice not of proletarian dictat— 
torship as against capitalist dictator- 
ship, but "Left" bour geois democracy as 


"Bg8 ainstl tight" dour gagis democracy e 


loaders” of ths * German Bormunist ar ty 
jn 1923 was in complete accord with the 
resolution of the Executive Committes 
of the Communist International adopted 


only a few montus carlisr. The resolu- 


tion stated: "The Workers Government 
can be established on the basis of 
EXISTING DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS......" 
(Communist International #25,1923, 
p- 110.) The tntention was to prevent 
a now proletarian revolution. Through 
tho Rightist trap called Workers Gov- 
ernment ths Stalinist leaders of the 
Comintern prevented the establishment 
cf a gonuine workers State in Germany. 


and confined the German proletaria 
within the clutches of capitalist 
slavery. As Lonin quite correctly had 


indicated concerning people who uphold 

bourgeois democracy: "Bourgeois demc- 
cracy can be backed only by those who 

support capitalist slavery" (Lenin, An- 
niversary of the Third International, 

Vol. 17, p. 43. Russian Edition.) 


Utilizing the fact that the Ger- 
man workingclass was chained by Com- 
munist Party anc Socialist Party lead- 
ers to the capitalist Stato, the Ger- 
man gonorals smashed the most militant 


section of the German prolstariat 
Which was organized in and around the 
Communist Party. The disappointment 


of the advanced workers throughout as 
world was bitter. Many work or 

to doudt the correctness of Bonin PERE icy 
in Germany. Then, suddenly, the Com. 
intern leadership made a sharp turn to 
the Left. Without Soviets, without 
such ideological and organizational 
preparations as Lenin made prior to 
the seizure of power by the masses in 
Russia, a handful of Commonist workers, 
three hundred in all, staged an up- 
rising in Hamburg, in the latter part 


of October 1923, Naturally, this 
Leftist adventurd was met with the 
full armed force of the capitalist 
State and the uprising was wiped out 
in blood. This putsch was simply a 
maneuver tO cOncoal the ultraRight 
policy of support of bourgeois State 


termed Workers Government anc propare 
to go Over to the new zigzag. Almost 
immediately tho Hamburg Putsch was 
followed by a Loftist line. Social 
Deniocracy with which the leaders of 


the Comintern wore working hand in 
glove directly, was now made a scape 
goat, even to the extent of declaring 


that it was Fascist. Thus Stalin laid 
down a thesis that Fascism rests on 
the active support of Social Democracy: 
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“Fascism is a fighting organiz— 
ation of the bourgeoisie, an organ- 
ization that rests on the active 
support of Social-Democracy. Social 
Democracy is objectively the moder- 
ate wing of Fascism. There exists 
no reason for supposing that tne 
fighting organization of the bourg- 
eOisie can achieve decisive success 
in their struggles Oriein o theac 
leadership of the country without 
the active support of Social Demo- 
cracy." (Communist International, 
#6, 1924.) 


These Leftist theories, complete- 
ly distorted the correct Leninist ex- 
planation of Social Democracy as being 
not a Fascist, or a sort of a White 
Guardist, but a petty bourgeois democ- 
ratic movement, functioning on tne 
basis of parliamentarism and bourgeois 
democratic form of Capitalist State, 
allied with the imperialist bourgeoi- 
sie. The Leftist theory of Social 
Democracy merging with or being a‘wing 
of Fascism introduced by the Stalinist 
Comintern was supplemented with Left- 
ist Putschist tactics. Thus in Revel, 
Esthonia, on December 1, 1924, two 
hundred and twenty seven of thoroughly 
confused, but very militant Communist 
workers were led into an adventurist 
attempt to overthrow the government. 
The attempt, of course, was crushed by 
the government forces. 


* 


After the brief Leftist zigzag of 
1924, which was accompanied with Right 
ist trimmings, such as tne formation 
of the socalled Peasant International 
and the entry of the Chinese Gomumnist 
Party into the bourgeois Kuomintang, 
the Stalinist Comintern once again 
laid down a Rightist line (1924-1928). 


There was ¢@stablished collaboration 
between the leaders of the Comintern 
and some leading members of Social 


Democracy, particularly the agents of 
British imperialism. The heads of the 
Russian trade usjions formed an alli- 
ance with the heads of the British 
trade unions, the treacherous Purcells 
and Citrines. In China, the Communist 
Party was subordinated to the Kuomin- 
tang, whose General Chiang Kai-shek 
was accepted as a fraternal member of 


the Communist International. The re- 

sults were not long in ferthcoming. In 
May 1926, "comeude" Purceil knifed ihe 

General Strike in Engiand, and in the 

Spring of 1927 "comrade" Chiang Kai.- 

shek attacked the Communist workers in 

Shanghai. The most advanced workers 

in many countries were again dismayed. 

Then, a few months later, at the end 
of 1927, tne Rightist line was finish- 

ed off by a Leftist Putsch in Canton, 

China. Naturally; the Canton prolet- 

ariat was butchsred in the streets of 

the dity, and the Chinese Re volution 
of 1926-27 was at an end. 


* 


The Canton "Soviet" served as a 
starting point for the socond Leftist 
line, which ran from 1928 to 1934. 
This Second Leftist line was known as 
the Third,Period. Stalin's .thesis 
that Social Democracy and Fascism are 
twins was dusted off and brought into 
full play. The leaders of the Comin- 
tern issued calls for the "capturo of 
the streets" in the cities of the cap- 
italist countries. Socialist workers 
were called Social Fascists, and at 
the instruction of the Communist Party 
leadership were attackod by Communist 
workers. The Social-Democratic Party, 
counting almost a million workers in 
its ranks, was declared to be a police 
force assisting Fascism: 


"Tho present role of the Social 
democratic party of Germany is that 
of auxiliary police to fascism." 
(Ernst Thaelmann, The Commnist, 
March 1931, p. 222.) 


The result was Hitler. The blame for 
the rise of Fascism was placed primar-— 
ily upon the shoulders of criminal 
Social Democracy. As late as April 
1933 the leaders of the Comintern told 
the Workers that Social Democracy is 
the moderate wing of Fascism: 

"How correct are the words of 
Comrade Stalin that 'Social democ- 
racy is the moderate wing of fas- 
cism.'" (The Commnist, editorial, 
April 1933.) 


After Hitler's coming to power in 
1933, and the establishment of Fascism 


— 


* Note; This portion of the article was: written before the establishment of 


in Austria in 1934, which was accom 
panied by the disruption ef the 
“Social-Fascist" Madison Square Garden 
meeting by Hathaway and other Stalin- 
ists, the Stalinist Comintern dropped 

its second leftist zigzag (1928-1934) 
and introduced by degrees at first a 
mixed policy, followed by the present 
Rightist zigzage The theory cf Social 
Fascism and Stalin's thesis that 5o- 
¢ial Democracy is a twin of Fascism 
was again temporarily shelved. The 
workers were told that they must not 
pursue any attempts to unmask the So- 
Cial Democratic leaders: 


"..,..We must reject sharply all 


attempts in our ranks to treat the 
unitea trent as a formal arrange-— 
ment, as a recruiting device for 


the Cemmunist party, as dn opportu- 
nity to unmask the Social Democrat- 
ic leaders." 
er, January 7, 1936.) 


The Peeplie's Frent Rightist trap 
Governments were set upe Fundamental- 
ly the People's Front Government is 
simply an expanded form of the old 
"Workers Government" trap, employed by 
the Stalinist Comintern in 1923. The 
Workers Government was a coalition of 
the Stalinist leaders with the Social 
Democracy. The People's Frong Govern— 
ment was widened to include the Left- 
bourgeois HKeptblisans, and a few other 
Left tendencies stich as the Anarchists, 
definitely and irrevocably opposed to 
the dictatorship of the prolétariat, 
The People's Frent Government worked 
to perfection in beheading the prolot-— 
arian revolution in Spain as the Work. 
ers government had worked in Germany 
in 1923. There can be absolutely no 


doubt that the present (Thifta) Right- — 


ist zigzag 1934-1939) will be finish 
ed off as was the first (Hamburg 1923) 
and the sccond Rightist zigzag (Canton 
1927) with Leftist Pytschism, and the 
Spanish Revolution will be brought toa 
terrible ende* Thore can bé Little 
doubt that following upon this a mixoa 


line and gradually a coléssal Lief tist. 


swing will be introduced by.the Stalin- 
ist Comintern. Tho eld manipulators of 
the "Third Period," such as: Manuilsky 


will come to the fore. Social Democray 
will be declared once again to be Fas- 
cist, adventurist bloody scraps with the 
police will be the order of the day.In 
America and other capitalist countries 
the Rightist ideology will be discard 
ed peacemeal, ‘and the most fiery Left- 
ist confusion will take its place. 


The present Rightist zigzag ran. 
far to the Right of the 1922-1923, and 
of the Second Rightist zigzag of 1924 
1928. The "Third 'Pdriod" Leftisnh wam 
far to the Left of the Leftist zigzag 
of 1924. It is absolutely certain 
that the néw Leftist zigzag, a glimpse 
oF which ean be discerned on the hori- 
zon, Will be terrific. urganized bands 
of Stalinist assassins will be roaming 
che strests in search of ‘victims 
who dare to open their mouths against 
the bloody waurper Stalin and his buro- 
cratic systeme 


So far Stalinism has lod the 
world proletariat through five oppor-— 
tunist zigzags Three Rightist and 


two Leftist. It goes without say ing 
that if no Leninist movement arises in 
time to expose and thus stop Stalinism, 
this terrible opportunist force will 
lead the world proletariat through a 
sixth and perhaps final zigzag. It 
goes without saying that évery one of 
theso opportunist zigzags which brings 
rrightful tragedies to the world toil- 
ing masses is declared‘to be correct, 

truly Leniniste The _ policy of t he 
Workers Government of coalition with 
social Democracy, and then of the Ham 
burg putsch-was stated ‘to be correct. 

In the magazine, The Communist Inter- 
national, Zinovicv, then Chairman of 
tho Comintern, wrote; "The orientation 
taken by the Comintern ant the close of 
1923 remains ftndamentally correct" 

(Pifth ‘Anniversary of the Comintern, 

The Communist International: #1, psl06.) 


The Rightist policy in China, 
which led to the destruction of the 
Cninese Revolution, was declared to be 
the only correct line (Stalin, Pravda, 
April 21,1927). The Leftist li no, 
With its thoory of Social Democracy 
being the twin of Fascism, ta confuse 


the 


Miaja—Casqdo-Besteiro Rightmost link of the Loyalist Government, which completed 


the ; 
Stalinist-instiga 


gob of ale over Spain tc Fascism. 
ed, Leftist action of some 


The utterly hopeless, last-minute 
Stalinist and other workers who in 


sheer pag er attempted to liold up the heavy curtain falling upon their tra- 


gedy, fully confirms our prognosise 
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the proletariat with respect to the 
political nature of both Social Democ- 
racy and Fascism — the line which be- 
headed the proletarian revolution in 
Germany in 1930-1933, was emphatically 
stated to be correct before and after 
Hitler's assent to power: 


"The Contral Committee expresses 
its full. agreement with the stand 
of the E.C.Cel.e on the situation in 
Germany, and the perspectives for a 
new revolutionary upsurge of the 
German proletariat against fascism 


caered eompeege PhD «tHe ceeraas 


Thaelmann, correctly worked both 
bafore and since the ascent of Hit- 
ler to power to tear the masses 
from the treacherous leadership of 
the German Social-democracy, the 
main social support for Fascism, 
and to win the majority of the work 
ing class and the toiling masses 
for the revolutionary seizure of 
power for proletarian dictatorship 
for a Soviet Germany. This posi- 
tion, the toucnstone in determining 
areal Bolshevik attitude, must be 
widely popularized in the struggle 
against the social-—fascists and 
renegades." (Resolution of the 
Central Committee, C.P.UeS.A., Jano 
16, 1934, The Communist, February 
1934,. >. 178.) 


The present ultra-Rightist line, 
by means of which Stalinism, assisted 
by other opportunists, bcheaded the 
proletarian revolution in Spain and 
held it back in France was declared to 
be correcte "It takes no mieroscope 
to discover the correctness of the 
position of Communist Parties of 
France and Spain" (Daily Worker, Aug. 
10, 1936). 


Let no one be so naive as to in- 
agine that the Stalinist leaders prior 
to their betrayal of the Spanish mass- 
es did not know that fun damentally 
bourgeois democracy and Fascism offer 
no distinction in their service to 
preserve capitalist dictatorship. They 
did. "The Fascist dictatorship offers 
no basic distinction from Bourgeois 
democracy" (Resolution of the Central 
Committeo of the Communist Party of 
Germany on the Decisions of the llth 


Planum, May 1931). With open eyes as 
tO what they were about, the Stalinist 
leaders led the Spanish masses ta dos~ 
truction in order to preserve the 
omipotence of the Stalinist burocracy 
in the first workers State. 


The treacnerous, pro-capitalist 
nature of the Socialists, not only of 
the Right but also of the Left variety 
was well known to them* 


"The so-called Left leaders of 
Social Democracy were characterized 
by tho VIII Plenum as the mogt dan- 
gerous enomics in the labor move- 
ment. This characterization has 
been completely confirmed." | (Reso- 
lutions Sixth Congress_of the C.I.) 


Thore was Only ono incorrect 
statement in the above: it is not So- 
c i td Democracy but Stalinism is 
the most dangerous, enemy in the 
labor movement. 


They knew that the Spanish Social- 
ists were indirectly working for fas- 
cism. As late as September 1935, when 
tho Rightist zigzag had not yét assum- 
ed its oxtreme limits, Manuilsky wrote: 


"The Spanish Socialists, as is 
well known, joined the coalition 
government which passed an anti— 
strike law, restricted the rights 
of the trade unions; introduced the 
s0-called Protection of Public Or— 
der Act under which Social Demo c- 
ratic workers who took part in the 
October battles are now being tried; 
they did everything to lull the 
vigilance of the workers towards 
the monarchist and Fascist telemonts." 
(The Work of the 7th Congress,p.45.) 


And gtill later the Stalinists 
poured sweot but deadly poison into 
the ears of the workers about "the 
brave Spanish Socialist Party, and its 
leader, Premier Caballero" (Daily 
Worker, March 1, 1937). 


The Stalinist leaders who know 
Lenin by heart, are fully conscious of 
the fact that capitalist democracy is 
not the enemy of Fascism, ia not 
the destroyer of Fascism,but a form of 
rule of the capitalists which readily 
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gives way to Fascism when it is a 
question of preserving the capitalist 
system: 


“What are the ideas, the miscan- 
ceptions,with which the social fas- 
cists confuse and disarm the work 
ers? 


"First, is the idea that fas— 


cism is the opposite of capitalist 
democracy, and this democracy is 
therefore the means of combating 


and dofeating fascism. This false 
idea serves a doublo purpose. By 
means of counterposing ‘democracy 
against dictatorship’ it tries to 
hids the fact that the capitalist 
"democracy! is only a form of the 


capitalist dictatorship; it tries 
to identify in the worker mind 
the fascist dictatorship with the 


proletarian dictatorship in tho So- 
viet Union, and thus cause the 


worker to reject the road of revolu- 


tion. At the same time, this slogan 
is used to hide the fact that capit 


alist democracy is not the enemy, 
but the mother of fascism; that it 


4s not the destroyer but the create 
or of fascisme It uses the truth 
that fascism destroy democracy, to 


propagate the falsehood that damo- 
racy will also destroy fascism." 


Eari Browder, 
Convention, "Commnism in the United 
States," p. 28. My emphasise.G.M) 


Just as during the Rightist 
period, during the Leftist period of 
the Stalinist policies, some fragments 
of truth can be found in the publica. 
tions of Stalin's Comintern. The fol- 
lowing is an absolutely correct state- 
ment which can be applied to everyone 
Ol@iming to uphold Leninism: 


"......HE WHO DOES NOT DECIDE IN 
FAVOR OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE 
PROLETARIAT CONSCIOUSLY PROMOTES 
THE CAUSE OF FASCISM." (Inprecorr, 
Decembor 15, 1933, p. 1242.) 


No amount of lying and hypocriti- 


cal howling can erase the fact that the 


Stalinist leaders Imow precisoly that 
in the present era,when the capitalist 
system is in decay, tourgeois demucra~ 
cy inevitably gives rise to Fascism 
unless tho prolétariat overthrows the 
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sapitalist system and establishes pro- 
letarian dictatorship. A British 
Stalinist, Dutt, statod the following: 


"Fascism can be fought. Fascism 
can be fought and defeated. But 
Fascism can only be fought and de- 
feated if it is fought without il- 
lusions and with clear understand- 
ing of the issues. The causes of 
Fascism lie deop-rooted in oxisting 
society. Capitalism in its decay 
broeds Fascism. Capitalist democ- 
racy in decay breeds Fascism. ‘fhe 
only fingl guarentee against Faboism, 
she only final wipisig out of the caus 
eg ef Fascism, is bho victory of the 
brelotarian dfotasorshipi*(R. «Palme 
Dutt, "Fascism and Social Revdutian,™p. X ) 

Quite conscious of the fact that 
by proventing the proletarian revolu- 
tion they open the road to the Fascist 
tulo of the bourgeoisie, the Stalinist 
leaders were training the minds of 
their followers to accept Fascism as 
an inevitable condition preceding pro- 
letarian revolution: "Fascism is the 
last stage of capitalism, as has been 
gaid a thousand times" (Daily Worker, 
Qetober 15, 1935). 


"The capitalist world is heading 
for revolution but before succumb— 
ing it goos through the phase of 
Fascism. Fascism is going to be 
the last stage of capitalism before 
the world revolution." (D. Z. Manu- 
ilsky, Speech at the Tonth Plenum 
of the E.C.C.I.) 


To prevent the emancipation of 
the Spanish toiling masses so that the 
domination of Stalinism in the first 
workers State is not threatened from 
below, the Stalinist leaders urged the 
workers to die for democracy, which 
the Stalinistg kmew vory woll was not 
the guarantee against Fascism, which, 
the treacherous Stalinists lmew, is 
the mother of Fascism. 


"Tomorrow we Communists march in 
international solidariy with our 
heroie brothers in Spain who are 
giving their lives in defense of 
democracy." (Wm. Z. Foster, Daily 
Worker, Nov. 27, 1936.) 


The conscious betrayers of the 
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masses, the big burocrats have already 
left Spain. The hundreds of thousands 
of rank and file members and petty 
functionaries in the Stalinist trap, 
callod the Communist Party of Spain, 
Without doubt sincere, but thorough- 
ly confused by Stalinism, are being 
butchered by the Fascist and ‘ie bour- 
geois democratic generals who have now 
Openly joined hands with Franco. If 
the revolutionary workers are tc learn 
from the ghastly tragedy in Spain, if 
they are to save millions of their 
class brothers from the bullets of the 
treacheroug butcher Chiang Kai-shek, 
and the Fascist and "democratic" 
generals in the rest of the capitalist 
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HE INEVITABLE QUESTION arises 

iiA Why should Stalin, a man who par- 
ticipated together with Lenin in 
bringing about a victorious prolet— 
arian revolution in Russia, lay down 
policies to disrupt proletarian revol- 
ution throughout the capitalist world. 


Investigation discloses that after 
the conclusion of the civil war in Ruw- 
sia the Workers State was faced with a 
problem of introducing Workers Democ~ 
racy In accordance with the Party 
program adopted in 1919, and reiterat- 
ed in the Resolution on Workers Democ- 
racy at the Xth Congress of the Party 
in 1921. The actual carrying out of 
the thesis of Workers Democracy would 
present a possibility for new people 
coming to the front and displacing the 
old leaders. To prevent such eventual- 
ity by securing the permanency of pow- 
er in the hands of those who were at 
the head of the Party and the State,an 
understanding was entered into by 
Zinoviev, Kamenev, Stalin, Trotsky and 
others to form a collective, permanent 
controle The extention of proletarian 
revolution to other countries would 
threaten the perpetuity of the Rugsian 
leadership. On this point of organiz— 
ational opportunism the Russian lead~ 
ers taking advantage of Lerin's ill- 
ness, broke with Loninism. In the 
beginning, at the Fourth Congress of 
the Commnist International, in Decem. 
ber 1922, and at the Twelfth Congress 
of the Russian Party in the Spring of 
1923, there was complete harmmny among 
these leaders on the question of stif- 


world, if they are to save what re- 
mained of the October revolution in 
the Soviet Union, they must exoose muti 
drive out the opportunist enemies from 
their own var.xs. The most pewerral 
of all the opportunist enemies, whick 
is at bottom responsible for the pres— 
ent period of reaction,is Stalinism. 
Unless Stalinism, and its zigzag 
method of betraying the masses to 
Gapitalism is exposed, the Stalinists 
will be able to extricate themselves 
from the present difficult pass and 
through a Leftist policy con- 


tinue leading the world proletariat 
to destruction. 
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ling the German Revolution through the 
trap of Workers Government,and through 
the strengthening of the burocratic 
control in the Soviet Union itself 
(the Georgian question, etc.) It so 
happened that the material power rest- 
ed in the hands of Stalin who became 
General Secretary through the under- 
standing with Zinoviev and Kamenev. 
There started a process of centraliz- 
ation of power of Stalin and elimina~ 
tion of the partners from important 
posts. There was developed a system 
of targets and scapé-goats with 
Trotsky as the chief scape-goate Since 
all the topmost leaders were invdlved 
in this opportunist game, they could 
not very well come out before the 
world proletariat and tell the stay 
without exposing themselves. This 

naturally played into the hands of 
Stalin, who using the material power 
in his hands wiped out most of the co- 
plotters though askillfull use of 
terrific organizational pressure. “The 
centralization process still goes on, 
spelling destruction of all those who 
participated in the October Revolution. 
To the extent that these people are 
wiped out, Stalin's power grows. A 
privileged burgcratic cast has gramal- 
ly developed within the first Workers 
State. The economic well-being and 
administrative power of this burocrat- 
4c layer grows uninterruptedly. It 
does not require deep penetration to 
recognize that 4in such scheme of 
things a victorious proletarian aval~ 
anche in any capitalist country would 
create a possibility of establishment 
of the widest Workers Democracy in the 
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nowly~arisen workers state. That 
would tend to arouso the Russian work— 
ers against their privileged burocracy. 
To forestall such development, Stalin 
and his burocrats mst prevent the 
overthrow of the capitalist system.The 
inetrument through which they accom- 
plish ‘this is the Comintern, burorrat+ 
4@od.-and directed by loyal agents of 
Stalin. The method is the zigzag 
policy, superficially in some features 
resembling a Leninist one, in reality 
rumning either to the Right or to the 
Left of the Loninist policy, accomp lish~ 
ing the results required by Stalin. 


Needless to say, if no rovolr- 
tionary partyis formed to smash Stal- 
inism and the situation céntinues un- 
changed in so far as the Stalinist 
domination within the Soviet Union,and 
the disruption of thé proletarian 
revolution outside, universal Fascism 
is an absolute certainty, Oppdértunism 
Lenin tausht, is the betrayal of the 
basic interests of the proletariat for 
the temporary interests of a privileg- 
ed section of the working class. 
Naturally Stalinist opportunism mest 
eventually lead to self-destruction, 
ag does all opportunism. By stopping 
the proletarian revolution outside, the 
usurper Stalin has bean enjoying tre- 
mendous power in the first Workers 
State. But burocratic distortion of 
the Workers State carries within it~ 
self the ssed of its om destruction. 
Sooner or later world imperialism.will 


ate 


fall upon the Sovist Union, will wipe 
out the Russian proletariat and all 
the rermants of the Ocbober Revolution 
—- unless Stalinism itself is wiped 
out by the workers in time and the 
world proletatiat once more receives 
the guidance of revolutionary Marxism, 
wnich alone can enable the massos to 
save the first “orkers State and over- 
throw the world capitalist system. 


There is no othor 
Stalinist workers but to break with 
the blind, destructive attachment to 
the chief betrayers of the world pro- 
letariat.. The task of the hour is to 
start immediately building a new Len- 
Inist Party. It. must be done before 
it is too late. 


way for the 


But workers breaking with one op 
portaunist organization very often fall 
victims to another. In Germany in 
1923 and in 1930-1933, as well as in 
Spain, Socialist workers, during the 
consummation of the betrayals, changed 
Social Democracy for Stalinism. It is 
an unfortunate fact that many workers, 
dn leaving Stalinism, join some other 
pseudo-Bolshevik organization which 
through its own method, helps Stalin 
lead the proletariat into the hell of 
Fascism. This danger must be guarded 
against by the workers. They must 
carefully and with the greatest mis- 
trust examine every political program 
in order to avoid being attached to 
Stalinism through some “anti-Stahinist" 
snarés 
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THE TROTSKYITES' PART IN THE 
SPANISH BETRAYAL 


* 


ROTSKY and his followers in their 
own way have assisted Stalin and 
international imperialism to betray 
the toiling masses of Spain. Natural~ 
‘ly it sounds utterly preposterous to 
level a charge of assistance to Stalin 
ism against a man who is know to have 
bitterly "fought" Stalin from 1923 on. 
However, it is high time to expose 
this wide-spread, long-established, fab- 


* 


ricated atory of Trotsky fighting 
Stalin. This fairy tale was incav- 
tiously laid bare by no one else than 
Trotsky himself after he had been 
exiled to Turkey: 


"To the last possibility I avoid 
ed the struggle. This is not the 
place to discuss the question whth- 
er it was correct at tne price of 
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the greatest personal concessions 

to tend to preserve the ground of 

collective work, or it was necessary 
for me to go over to an offensive 
along the entire line, despite the 

absence for this of political bases. 
The fact**®that Iiehose the “first 

path, and degpite everything do not 

repent ite There are victories 

which lead into a blind alley, and 

there are defeats which Qpen up new 

ways." (Leon Trotsky, "What Happen- 

ed and How," p. 34. Six articles 

for the bourgeois presse My empha- 

sis." 


In the above statement Trotsky 
says that not only did he do his best 
to avoid the struggle but he intimates 
that he chose defeat. 


It must be pointed out that Trot- 
sky really does not tell the actual 
story. The fact is — the astounding, 
unbelievable and really monstrous fact 
is that Trotsky in 1922-23 secretly 
participated with Stalin, Zinoviev and 
others to set up a collective burocr at— 
ic rule in the Soviet Union, The un- 
impeachable evidence proves unmistak- 
ably that Trotsky took part in the 
Stalinist betrayal of the German revo-~ 
lution of 1923. Trotsky knew before 
the October events in Germany that the 
Brandler leadership supported by Zino- 
viey and Stalin was worthless. Here 
is the proof, out of Trotsky's ow 
mouth: 


We eee eComrade Trotsky, before 
leaving the session of the Central 
Committee (September 1923 Plenum), 
made a speech which profoundly dis~ 
turbed all the members of the Cent— 
ral Committee and in which he al- 
leged that the leadership of the 
German Communist Party was 
WORTHLESS and that the Central Com- 
mittee of the German C.P. was per- 
méated with fatalism, sleepy—-headed— 
ness, otc, Comrade Trotsky then 
declared that the German revolution 
was DOOMED TO FAILURE....*" (*®Doou- 
ments of the Qonference of the 
CePeSeUe" Jan. 1924, p. 14, quoted 
in "Third International After 
Lenin," by L. Trotsky, pe 94.) 


Ws see from the above that in Septem 
ber, 1923 Trotsky in plain words stated 


that the leadership of the German 
Party was worthless and that the German 
revolution was doomed. This clear and 
definite statement was made by Trotsky 
within the four walls of the meeting 
room of the Stalinist Central Committce 
By then Stalin had already broken his 
complete wnity with Trotsky which had 
existed in December 1922 at the Fourth 
Congress of the Comintern and up to the 
Spring of 1923 at the léth Congress of 
the Russian Party. Stalin was already 
setting afoot his campaign to tear down 
Trotsky. Trotsky's evaluation of the 
opportunist Brandler leadership was in- 
tended as a gesture of “opposition.” In 
reality Trotsky worked with Zinoviev 
and Stalin to carry out the betrayal of 
the German workers. While to the Stal- 
inist top burocrats he told the truth 
concerning the rotteness of the German 
Communist Party leaders, to the workers 
outside he told an altogether different 
story. A few weeks after the September 
1923 Plermm, he delivered a speech be— 
fore the metal workers of the Moscow 
district. The speech was reported in 
the Pravda, October 2lst, 1923. It was 
printed in The Worker here in America 
in the December 1, 1923 issue. Here 
is what Trotsky told the workers: 


"The question is; this party is 
still young. Will she find in her- 
self the will to effect a revolu- 
tion,and will she be able to do go? 
In this respect circumstances favor 
the working class of Germany. They 
are ready for the struggle, and in 
order to act they must lmow that at 
their head stands a party BEADY TO 
LEAD THEM from struggle to struggle 
and TO eee VICTORY." (My emphieis 
— GM. 


It is obvious that Trotsky consciously 
and deliberately LIED to the wo rkers 
of the whole world about the German 
situation. He worked with Zinoviev 
and Stalin in setting up the Rightist 
trap for the _German masses. Having 
once started out upon the road of 
Stalinist treachery and crime and 
political collaboration with Stalin, 
Trotsky never swerved from this course. 
He contimed piling crime upon crime. 
When Max Eastman, although a political 
muddlehead, discovered that Lenin in a 
letter which came to be know as his 
will, called for the removal of Stalin 
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from the General Secretaryship of the 
Russian Communist Party and also the 
damning facts about the usurpation of 
power by Stalin,Zinoviev and others and 
made these. facts known to the workers 
Qutside of Russta, Trotsky, angling 
for amity with the burecratic clique, 
promptly rushed to Stalin's assistance. 
Here is how Trotsky viciously and cri-~ 
minally LIED to the workingclass: 


“Comrade Lenin HAS NOT LEFT ANY 
‘WILL’; the character of his re- 
lations to the Party, and the char- 
acter of the Party itself, excludes 
the possibility of such a ‘will’... 
All talk with regard to a concealed 
or mutilated ‘will' is nothing but 
a DESPICABLE LIE.....It suffices to 
asks If we assume that the mali- 
cious characterization of our lead— 
ing Party comrades given by Eastman 
is only partly corréct, how is it 
possible that this Party should 
have emerged from long years of il- 
legal struggle, how could it stand 
at the head of masses of millions, 
carried through the greatest revdlu- 
tion of the world, to further the 
formation of revolutionary parties 
in other countries?! 

"There is no sincere worker who 
will believe in the picture painted 
by Eastman." (Inprecorr, September 
3, 1925,pp.105,106. My emphasis-G.M) 


Thus Trotsty gave Stalin a valuable 
hand, assisting in ditching the German 
revolution of 1923, shielding Stalin 
from Lenin's opposition and from ex 
posure and helping him to’ remain Gener 
al Secretary of the Party and in the 
control of the Comintern and the SXvlet 
Union. With the process of centraliz— 
ation of Stalin's power Trotsky became 
the chief target of Staliniom. Al- 
though no doubt hating Stalin immense~ 
ly Trotsky, nevertheless, in order to 
hide his own crimes against the prolet- 
‘ariat, went right along collaborating 
with Stalin. He supported Stalin's 


policy of spreading lies among. the 
workers that the bourgeois Kuomintang 
could be transformed into a revolu- 


tionary party: 


"We approve of Communist support 
to the Kuomintang party in China, 
which we are endeavoring to revolu- 


tionize." (Leon Trotsky, Inprecorr, 
May 29, 1924.) 


The destruction of the Chinese revolu- 
tion proceeded with Trotsky keeping 
secret from the proletariat all the 
treacherous acts of Stalin and tha 
leadership of the Ctminterne Only 
after Chiang Kai-shek openly attacked 
the Chinese workers did Trotsky, as a 
fake gesture of "opposition", put up a 
"demand" for the withdrawal of the 
Chinese Party from the Kuomintang: 


"'You are quite right when you 
point out that the Russian opposi~ 
tion, as late as the first half of 
1927, did not demand openly the 
withdrawal from the Kuo Min Tang.!" 
(Letter to M. Shachtman, quoted on 
page 19 of Max Shachtman's Intreduc 
tion to "Problems of the Chinese 
Revolution," by Leon Trotsky.) 


Trotsky was tied for ever to 
Stalinism through the initial crime of 
conspiring to form a collective buro- 
cratic leadership in Russia and of be- 
traying Lenin's policy of removing 
Stalin from the post of power of gen- 
eral secretary (see IN DEFENSE OF BOL- 
SHEVISM #3). Therefore, when Stalin's 
policy in China became too obviously 
opportunist, in 1927, the most advanc- 
ed section of the Comintern workers 
and within the Russian Party seethed 
with excitement and were assailed by 
doubts regarding the Comintern leader- 
ship. In Russia the oppositionist 
rank-and-file were aroused, demanding 
a smashing drive against Stalin, feel- 
ing that through the lesson of the 
defeat caused by Stalin's policies a 
new leadership could step in to take 
the helm of the government. Trotsky, 
realizing that a conclusive drive ag- 
ainst Stalin would inevitably reveal 
his own criminal role, stifled the op— 
positionists; 


"During the first days after the 
coup d'etat by Chiang Kaieshek, I 
was obliged to pour many a bucket 
of cold water over the hot heads of 
my young friends — and over some 
not so young, I tried to show them 
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that the opposition could not rise 
on the defeat of the Chinese revdlu- 
tion." (L.Trotsky, "My Life",p.530.) 


Stalin thus was given a_ free 
hand to go on with his gruesome game. 
After the betrayal of the Chinese 
toilers through the Rightist zigzag, 
Stalin, around the turn of 1928 intro- 
duced the Leftist "Third Period". 


Throughout the Leftist "Third 
Period" (1928-1934), while Stalin 
pushed the German workingclass into 
the hell of Fascism, Trotsky never 
tired telling the workers a totally 
false tale that the Stalinist. leaders 
were revolutionists, that Stalin was 
committing blunders, that the Stalin- 
ist burocrats would turn towards the 
Leninist policy: "For a turn in the 
policy of the Ce Pe Ge" (The Militant 
June 25, 1932). "The about-face of 
the Stalinists is INEVITABLE]" (Leon 
Trotsky, “Germany What Next", p. 182. 
My emphasis — G.M.) The Trotskyites 
were telling the workers that the 
Stalinist machine of counter-revolu- 
tion, tho Comintern, was a revolution- 
ary party "today and tomorrowl" 


“Our differences with the Party's 
policy, which isolates it from the 
masses and impedes the revolutionary 
movement in this and other count- 


ries, cannot eliminate the fact 
that the Communist Party is the 
only working class party in the 


field, the only revolutionary party 
which stands for the interests of 
the working class TODAY and 
TOMORROW." (The Militant, October 
29, 1932. My emphasis ~ G.M.) 


After Stalin betrayed the German work 
ers to Hitler through the Leftist zig- 
gag, he was compelled, 4n ordér to 
cover up the crime and continue prev- 
enting revolution in the future, once 
again to resort to the Rightist zig- 
gage It was necessary for him again 
to collaborate directly with t he 
counter-revolutionary , petty—-bourgeois~- 
democratic Social-democracy, as in the 
first Rightist zigzag of 1922, 1923. 
He was going to repeat the formila 
that a middle-of-the-way government 
could be organized on the basis of 
"existing democratic institutions," 
Stalin would whitewash social democra- 


cy once again. His agents wore to 
tell the workers that at this moment 
it was necessary to "postpone" the 


for the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and to choose bourgeois 
democracy as against Fascism. Trotsky 
continued his long and uninterrupted 
political ‘collaboration with Stalin. 
He helped to pave the way for the 
Rightist line: 


struggle 


"Immediately after the accession 
of Hitler, Trotsky woote that the 
issue presenting itself to the 
masses was no longer Bolshevism 
versus Fascism bgt Fascism versus 
Democracy." (The New International, 
October 1938, pe 301.) 


When the Stalinist and Socialist buro- 
crats in France in 1934 signed the so- 
called united front pact, Trotsky took 
a wide swing to the Right. Ho came 
out with a thesis, reactionary and 
anti-Leninist +o the core, poisoning 
the masses concerning the true nature 
of Social—democracy. 


"The destiny of the proletariat 
depends, in large measure, in our 
epoch upon the resolute manner with 
which the social-democracy will 
succeed in the brief interval which 
is vouchsafed it by tho march of 
development, in breaking with the 
bourgeois state, in transforming 
itself and in preparing itself for 
the decisive struggle against Fag- 
cism." (The New International, 
Sopt-Oct. 1934,) 


Stalin was making a deal with the 
Social-democracy specifying in the 
pacts signed by his agents and Social- 
democrats in France that "political 
discussion" and mtual "criticism" was 
to be avoided, Plainly, it was an 
implied understanding jointly to be 
tray the masses in the coming revolu- 
tionary situations, Trotsky's anti- 
Lenintst reevaluation of Social-~democ- 
racy helped to whitewash not only the 
Social—-democratic agency of imperial- 
ism but also the Comintern, the agenoy 
of the Stalinist burocracy. A clear 
implication in Trotsky's thesis was 
this: if there was a possibility that 
Social-democracy, kmown during Lenin's 
life as a stinking oorpse, would 
"transform itself", was there no pos- 
sibility that Sociaj—domocracy, now 
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directly collaborating with Stalinism 


would bring pressure to bear upon the 


Comintern in the revolutionizing 


direction’ Trotsky has a zigzag poli- 
ey just as Stalin has. Trotsky's zig- 
zags are tied to Stalin's with invis- 
ible threads. That is the reason why, 
like Stalin, Trotsky veers further 
away from Marxism with each zigzag. 
Thus, in the first two Rightist -zig- 
zags, Trotsky did not lean so far to 
the Right as in the latest zigzag 
(1934-1939). In the first Rightist 
zigzag (1922-23) he only gave suppcrt to 
the Stalinists collaboration with the 
Social democracy. In the second Right- 
ist zigzag (19241928) he only approv— 
ed of support to the Kuomintang. But 
in the present Rightist zigzag he was 
frantically pressing to have his forc- 
es actually enter the Social—democrat-— 
ic Second International. 


One can easily see of what im 
mense aid to Stdiin and the bourgeoi- 
gic was Trotsky's reactionary thesis 
hinging the destiny of the proletariat 
upon the hope that Social-democracy 
would break with tha bourgeois state. 


Immediately after the Trotskyités 
adopted this thesis they began in 
Spain and elsewhere to- instill confid- 
ence in the mind of the proletariat 
towards its deadly enemy, the Social- 
ist Partys 


"If with us in Spain, the unifi- 
cation which is being achieved pre- 
dominantly around the Socialist 
Party, has 4 progressive value, 
this 1s due to the present attitude 
of the SeP., which is inspiring in~ 
creasing CONFIDENCE." (The New In 
ternational, Nov.1934.My emphasis— 
G.M. ) 


"The problem resides in knowing 
whether the S.P. will be willin; to 
defend its existence and not yield 
to Fascism at the decisive moment. 
The Austrian Socialists haye already 
demonstrated this willingness and 
the Spanish Socialist party is de- 
monstrating it in amuch better 
form, to the point of being the 
only party which under the present 
circumstances offers a few suarant- 
6e8e The. willingness is insuf- 
ficient unless it is accompanied by 


eee 


sarddusness..-At the present moment 


which may be decisive, the Sclalict 

party, is the only one that oftors 
some puarantees, not only of wiliint 
ess, but of seriousness as well." 
The Now International, Nove 1 9 34, 


Pe 102.) 


With systematic precision, Trotsky 
and his opportunist hangers-on pursued: 
their destructive work among the Span- 
ish and other workers. Literature con- 
taining confusion, outright conscious- 
ly contrived lies,and strangulating: il- 
lusions was being spread by the Trot- 
skyites among the unfortunate Spanish 
workers. Here ig a sample of the typic- 
al poigon of the Trotskyites: 


"The leftward evolution of the 
international social-democracy after 
the defeats of Germany and Austria, 
cams in Spain more rapidly than 
elsewheree Caballero joined the 
left wing, of which the Socialist 
Youth, deeply critical of both the 
Second and Third Internationals, was 
the mainstay. The left wing declared 
for preparing the proletarian revolu- 
tion, +o be achieved by armed insur- 
rection. The center win of the 
party, led by Prieto and Gonzales 
Pena, publicly pledged,in the Gortes, 
that any attempt at a fascist regime 
would be met by armed revolution. 
Only a small right wing under 
Besteiros refused to learn from 
Austria and Germany. In the U.G.T. 
Caballero introduced a regimo of bold 
struggle and the right-wing Sociali'sts 
who objected were forced to resin 
from its oxecutive.Precisely because 
they had been so ideologically dep— 
endent on the Kautskys aid Bauers, 
the fall of their teachers oriabled. 
the, SPANISH SOCIALISTS TO MAKE AN 
EXTRA-ORDINARILY SHARP BREAK W.ITH 
THEIR PAST. 


"The bourgedisis, reading polit- 
ics by way of bourgeois analogies, 
thought this was the bluff — until 
they were scared into conviction by 
the discovery of large depots of 


arms in socialist homes and 
buildings. 
"With tho Socialis’ Party ready 


to strugcle, the ficht arainst fas- 
cism was enormously facilitateds 
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INDEED IT IS NOT TOO MUCH TO SAY 
THAT ONLY THE LEFTWARD turn of the 
Socialist Party made possible, und~ 
er the existing conditions, the 
victory over fascigm." (Felix More 
row, “The Civil War in Spain", .p.28. 
My emphasis - G.M.) 


That is how the Trotskyites added 
to the ideological confusion of tho 
workers. With the reactionary Spanish 
Social-domocracy, both tho right wing 
and the left wing, collaborating with 
Stalin in the Popular Front Government 
it is easy to see how the Trotskyites 
helped to attach tho Spanish workers 
to the Popular Front Government. Let 
no one imagine that the Trotskyite in- 
direct assistants of Stalin are ignor- 
ant of the counter-revolutionary nat- 
ure of Social-democracy. Only a while 
before hey correctly wrote the 
following? 


"Is it possible to reform or re~ 
new the Second International, per 
vaded by crimes and treacheries? 
The war and all post-war svents 
answer: 'No$!,.....Social Democracy 
is devoted in body and soul to the 
bourgeois regime." (The Militant, 
March 31, 1934.) 


And Trotsky made it unmistakably 
clear that "Both Fascism and _ the 
Social-democracy are tools in the 
hands of the bourgeoisie" (Leon Trotsly, 
"Germany, What Next,"-p. 59). Hence the 
CONSCIOUS political fakery the Trotsk~ 
ites introduced in the present Rightist 
zigzag of Stalinism is quite obvious, 
The phnase-mongering Social-democrats 
never made and never will make "an ex- 
traordinarily sharp break with thoir 
past", and few people know it better 
then Trotsky and his political 
parasites, the Cannons. Shachtmans 
and Felix Morrows. It is only after tho 
Stalinists broke with Caballero and the 
Left Socialists and pushed the Loyal-~ 
ist Governmont further to the Right 
that tho Trotskyites "exposed" and "at- 
tacked" the Spanish Left Socialists. 
But at the time Stalin was making good 
use of the Left Socialists,the Trotsky- 
ites lisd to the workers that there wags 
a real difference between the Left and 

the Right wings of the agency of im 
perialism, the petty-bourgeois Social 
democracy. They even criticized the 


generally confused POUM which declined 
to follow Trotsky's advice to enter the 
Socialist Party, for the refusal to see 
any fundamental difference between the 
right and the ieft wings of Social-~ 
democracy: 


"In order to justify its refusal 
to enter the Socialist Party, as 
Trotsky proposed, and thereby throw 
its forces —- mumbering only a few 
thousand even according to its own 
estimates — on the side of the left 
wing, it refused to see the profound 
significance of the development of 
the left wing. In » fact, in ba 
Batalla of May 22nd, it denied that 
there was any real difference bet— 
ween the left and right wings. This 
false estimate led to deplorable tac~- 
tics." (Felix Morrow, "The Civil War 
in Spain,” Pe 46.) 


An exceedingly clever and thorough 
ly pro-bourgeois idea was planted by 
the Trotskyites into the heads of the 
workers that the proletariat could cre- 
ate its own class army without the tvor- 
throw of the bourgeois State. The Span- 
ish Left Socialists s&id that this 
could be done on the basis of saving 
the existing republic instead of over-—— 
throwing it. They even quoted Lenin 
to support their swindle. The Trotsky- 
ites, instead of exposing the trick, 
made it pallatable to the workers? 


"Not those who usurp the pres- 
tige of the Russian revolution only 
to betray its principles in service 
to the bourgeoisie, not the Stalin 
ists, but the vanguard of the left 
Socialists teach the Spanish prolot— 


ariat the Leninist conception of 
the class nature of the army!" 
(Felix Morrow, "The Civil War in 


Spain", pe 59.) 


Afterward, when Stalinism had 
utilized the Spanish Left Socialists 
to the full and was consolidating the 
People's Front Government on a Right— 
ward basis, the Trotskyites ccoased 
telling the workers dbout the "Lenin- 
ist" concpption of the Left Socialists: 


"The road lay clearly before the 
proletariat but, not accidentally, 
the program for the road was not 
the heritage of the left Social- 
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istse" (Folix Merrow, "Revolution 
and Counter-Revolution in: Spain,” 
Pe 38.) 


But the pro-Socialist poison of 
the Trotskyites had already done the 
pernicious work so valuable to Stalin 
and the international bourgeoisie. The 
Red veneer with which the Trotskylites 
smeared the vile Left Socialists, whom 
Lenin classified among the basest 
Judases within the proletariat, delud- 
ed thousands of the most advanced 
Spanish workers. The Spanish Left 
Socialists supported,with "eriticism", 
the People's Front Government. The 
Trotskyite pervérters of Leninism in 
turn helped to tie the advanced work. 
ers to the Pepple's Front Governmont— 
in other words Stalin——and Span is h 
capitalism — through the Left Social- 
istse 


Any one studying the tragic les- 
son of Spain can't help peroeiving the 
salient fact that it is Stalinism 
which was the decisive force within 
the Spanish proletariat. The policy 
which shackled the Spanish masses and 
delivered them to the butcher Franco 
and his ally, Miaja,; was the Stalinist 
Rightist policy officially approved at 
the 7th Congress of the Comintern. But 
the Trotskyites deceived the Spanish 
masses and diverted their attention 
from this main enemy within the inter- 
national proletariat in this opoch. 
They do this not for Stalin's sake, of 
course, but for Trotsky's,whoae crimi- 
nal role of building. Stalinism must be 
kept secrete They fooled the workers 
into thinking that Stalinism did not 
play the role in Spain it had previous~ 
ly played in Germany. They assured 
the uninformed, confussd and misled 
workefs that the lesson of the German 
betrayal was understood by the Spanish 
workers $ 


"The Stalinists have become Open, 


shameless enemies of the prolet— 
ariah revolution, Fortunately for 
the world proletariat, Stalinismin 


Spain does not command the forces 
it held in leash in Germany — pre- 
cisely because the lessons of Ger~ 
many have entered the consciousness 
of the Spanish proletariat." (Felix 
Morrow, “The Civil War in Spain " 
Pe 62.) 


The history of the Civil War in 
Spain has proved precisely that the 
Spanish proletariat did not learn oven 
the tiniest particle of the lessons of 
Germany. TYls tragic fact is true of 
the whole of the international prolet- 
ariat. If the Spanish workers had 
learned the lessons of Germany they 
would have broken irrevocably with 
Stalinism, Social-democracy, Trotsky- 
ism and all other forms of opportunism 
and would have founded a new and genu- 
inely Bolshevik Patty. Becauso the 
lessons of the German events were not 
learned, Stalinism in Spain succeeded 
in trapping the most advanced section 
of the proletariat by the hundreds of 
thousands. Stalinism in Spain, despite 
the German events, succeeded in crush- 
ing another proletarian revolution. 
The vicious Trotskyite lie that the 
Spanish toilers learned the lessons of 
the German events had only one purpose: 
to deaden the workers! vigilance to 


ward the opportunist dangers which 
menaced them. Thus’ turning of the 
workers attention away from Stalinism 


with rosy lies was one of the Trotsky- 
ists! methods of preventing the gem- 
‘ine exposure of Stalinism and hence of 
Trotskyisme 


"The POUM, a classic specimen of 
Left confusion and suicidal opportun- 
ism, was pictured by the Trotskyites 
as an organization now supporting the 
People's Front Government, and now 
pursuing a Bolshevik policy. "Tt was 
only after the present civil war broke 
out that the former Trotskyists (now 
in the POUM) again tyrned toward a 
Bolshevik policy" wrote Felix Morrow 
in his pamphlet "The Civil War in 
Spain" (p. 9). Fundamentally, at no 
time, before or after the outbreak of 
the civil] war, was the POUM!?S position 
a Bolshevik position. [ft is enough to 


give 4&@ couple of illustrations to 
prove the opportunism of the POUM and 
thus mail the Trotskyitese After the 


@utbreak of the oivil war, and a lit- 


tle while before the appearance of 
Morrow's pamphlét "The Civil War in 
Spain", which is dated September 22, 


1936, La Batalla, the official organ 
of the FPOUM, carried the following 
article by Nin: 


ago the FAI 
said 


"Not many days 
launched a manifesto which 
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that it would oppose all dictator= 
ships exercised by westeves perbye 
We are in agreement with thom. ‘The 
dictatorship of the prosetariat 
cannot be exerciséd by one single 
sector of the proletariat, but by 
all, absolutely all. No workers! 
party or union center has the right 
to exercise a dittatorship. Let 
those present know that if the CNT 
or the Communist Party or the So- 
clalist Party would wish to exer- 
cise a dictatorship of a party it 
would confront us. The dictator~ 
ship of the proletariat must be 
exercised by all," (La Batalla, 
September 8, 1936.) 


This ranting against the dictator- 
ship of one party will sound familiar 
to those who know the history of the 
Russian Revolution. Every opportunist, 
every Menshevik, Social Democrat and 
anarchist counter-revolutionary has as 
his favorite cry “down with the one- 
party dictatorship of the Bolsheviks." 
Clearly recognizin;; that the dictator- 
ship of the Bolshevik Party spelled 
the death of capitalism, the opportun- 
ists strove in every way to*undermine 
this dictatorship. Under the ory of 
"Freedom for all Soviet Parties" and 
"Democracy for all,“ the opportunists 
tried to tear down the proaie tarian 
dictatorship and its only possible 
political expression, the dictatorship 
of the Bolshevik Party. Two decades 
after the Russian Revolution, when the 
Stalinists, Social Democrats and Anar- 
chists have piled up a veritabb mount 
ain of absolute proof of their treach- 
ery to the workers, the POUM was still 
whining about exercising th prolet- 
arian dictatorship through the medium 
of all these criminal gangs. And this 
mess of POUMist rubbish was hailed by 
the Trotskyitos asa "turn toward a 
Bolshevik Policy.......§" 


Another illustfations Every 
Marxist knows that Anarchism is an ir- 
reconcilable enemy sf Marxiam. Even 
many pseudo-Marxists lmow this. But 
the POUM had so little knowledge of 
Marxism that it completely confused 
revolutionary Marxism with Anarchism. 
Here ig how the POUM pictured this 
petty-bourzgeois ant i-Bolshevik 
tendency’ 


" .e.ee.two tendencies which were 
traditionally irreconcilable, the 
revolutionary Marxists (of the POUM) 
and the Bakaninists (of the FAI) 
now hold s «ilar ideas concerning 
the hopes and perspectives of the 
revolution." (The Spanish Revolu- 
tion", p. 5 March 31, 1937. My 
emphasis ~ G.M.) 


At no time did the POUM under- 
stand the nature or the role and 
method of Anarchism, of Stalinism, of 
Trotskyism, of Social Democracy. It 
always, directly or indirectly, sup— 
ported Stalinism and tts Popular Front 
line. Morrow pointed out the ideolog- 
ical confusion of the POUM when he 
wr ote Woe eis tO PeOoUeMe called for tan 
authentic Government of the Popular 
Front, with the direct (ministerial) 
participation of the Socialist and 
Communist Parties? as a means to tcom 
plete the democratic experience of the 
masses' and hasten the revolution" 
("Civil War in Spain", p. 46). 


In many ways, and with uncommon 
adroitness,the Trotskyites politically 
helped Stalinism to attach the masses 
to the Popular Front Government. They 
duped the workers with the deceitful 
invention that the Popular Front Gov- 
ernment, engineered by Stalinism and 
supported by powerful re ac tionary 
forces within the proletariat,conduct— 
eda war of a gocially progressive 
character, thus completely obscuring 
the sabotaging role of this treacher- 
ous Stalinist—Socialist—Bourgeois 
government, which, indirectly, worked 
for Franco? 


"The Government, though. carrying 
out its liquidation of workers? power 
and its reconsolidation of bour- 
geols power behind the lines, was 
conducting a military strugcle of a 
socially progressive character ag- 
ainst the Fascist armies of Franco." 
(Socialist Appeal, Aur.14,1937,p.3e) 


Attention must be called to this 
poisonous witches' brew fed to the 
workers. The Shachtmans and Morrows 
admitted that the povernment was tak- 
ing away the workers! gains and was 
consolidating the power of the capital- 
ist enslavers, and yet in the same 
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breath these self-styled "Balshevik- 
Leninists" solemly anounced that 
this reactionary government,establish— 
ed in the form of bourgeois democracy, 
conducted a socially pregressive 
struggle against the Fascists! 


The Trotskyite leaders know that 
socially,in this ora of rotting capit- 
alist imperialism, there is fundament- 
ally no class difference betweon the 
Fascist and aemocratic rule of the mr 
gecisie. They themselves have’ stated 
this time and again,and quite corretly: 


" eeeeeeThore is no basic SOCIAL 
conflict between bourgeois democ~ 
racy and fascism. If we examine 
social questions historically, as 
Marxism does, we find in a sense 
the contrary: fascism is the result— 
ant of bourgeois democracy in the 
period of capitalist decline; BDour- 
geois democracy is the precursor of 
and the preparation for fascism." 
(James Burnham,"The People's Front", 
Pe 166) 


How then could the People's Front 
Government, operating along the method 
of bourgeois democracy, strangling the 
proletariat, conduct a socially pros 
ressive strugele against another form 
of capitalist rule, Fascism? It ig 
clear that the Trotskyites are ina 
contradiction somewhat parallel to the 
one the Piecks and Browders find them 
selves ine @n the one hand the Trot 
skyites admit that bourgeois democracy 
is not the destroyer but the mother of 
Fascism; on the other hand they lie 
that bourgeois democracy carries on a 
socially progressive struggle against 
Fascism§ 


There can be no doubt that just 
as Stalin and his Dimitroffs and Brow 
ders, so do Trotsky and his Cannons 
and Morrows consciously mix Marxism 
with bourgeois ideological arsenic to 
prevent the workers from overthrowing 
capitalism. Stalin fears exposure and 
loss of usurped power; Trotsky fears 
exposure end political annihilation. 
Both fear the Red tribunal of the 
victorious proletariat. 


The People's Front Govornndnt 
earrieg on its work of pushing tho iost 
eAvunced wor pre, into the shaiblec. It 


performed this monstrous task through 
fake offexsives, of the sort Miaja on— 
gineered in the Estramadura sector 
while Negrin was giving Barcelona to 
Franco, as well as through intentional 
retreats. And while the destruction 
of the Spanish revolution through the 
collaboration of the People’s Front 
Government and Franco went on, with 
the Stalinist burocrats covering up 
the infernal game with the raucous cry 
"Help Spanish democracy$", the Trot- 
skyites not onl avoided exposing the 
Stalinist fakery but actually helped 
the Stalinists by propagating the 
Stalinist lie that the Popular Front 
Government conducted a socially prog- 
ressive "struggle"! Nothing was, of 
course, further from the truthe 


The Stalinist burocrats, extreme-— 
ly capable, calculating men, were de- 
picted by Trotskyism as people who 
were bewildered by the situation which 
was in fact nothing but a Stalinist 
devised trap for the Spanish workers: 


"But far from becoming more 
realistic, about this question, this 
key to the Spanish situation, the 
Stalinists have lost their heads 
completely. The false policy pur- 
sued by the Stalinists these four 
months has left thmam and the Span- 
ish masses nore isolated than evere 
But the Stalinists behave like men 
gone mad with desparation and seize 
at non-existing strawse" (Socialist 
Appeal, December, 1936.) 


Not a word of explanation that the 
Stalinists had not lost their heads 
but on the contrary kept them very 
Clear for their nefarious work ahead 
of them. Not only did Trotsky then . 
shield:the criminal intentions of the 
Stalinist burocrats but even after al- 
most two years of their murderous act— 
ivity, Trotsky actually spread the il- 
lusitm that Stalin expected his agents 
in Spain to work for the defeat of 
Franco’ 


"In his (Stalin's) burocratic 
limitedness he imagined that the 
Scommissars! by themselves could 


guarantee victorye" (Leon Trotsky, 
Socialist Appeal, Jan. 15, 1938.) 


The entire proletariat of Spain 


- 36 - 


was in the grip of opportunists, with 
Stalinism in the lead. It is doubtful 
wnether there was a single worker who 
knew tha precise role of the Stalin- 
ists, the Trotskyites, Anarchists, the 
FOUM -— of their treacherous hist orye 
The Catalonian workers, no less, per- 
haps more than the others, were con- 
fused and &@ioriented and led to their 
doom by various "Left" and “Bevolution— 
ary" and "Bolshevik Leninist" opportu 
ists. But the Trotskyite leaders ad- 
vised the workers of the rest of Spain 
to follow the tragic road of the 
Catalonian masses: 


"The Spanish proletariat will 
have to take the road on which the 
Catalonian proletariat has begun to 
march. There is no other road to 
victory!" (Felix Morrow, "The Civil 
War in Spain," p. 60.) 


That was the road to Fascist hell! 
There was a road to victory, which was 
blocked by the opportunists,among them 
the Trotskyites. That was the road of 
building a group, then a Parjfy, upon 
the basis of revealing the facts about 
the degeneration of the first Workers! 
State and the Comintern — the ontire 
truth about Stalin, Trotsky, Lovestone 
and others. It was the road of en- 
lightening the workers to the method 
the Stalinist burocracy has been pur- 
suing since 192 to prevent the form- 
ation of another workers State. It 
was tho road of showing that the Pop~ 
ular Front policy was just another 
Rightist zigzag of Stalinism, the road 
of no support whatsoever to ae Staline 

t-pjocialist-Bourgeois People's Front 
ebveragant and saouire fein) te 
cover-slogan of "Material Aid", 


his road indeed could have led 
to victory of the masses,not only over 
Franco but also over his indirect aids 
within the workers! camp — Stalin, 
Trotsky, Social-Democracy, Anarchism, 
the POUM and others. But the road the 
Trotskyites pointed out to the Spanish 
masses was the road to Fascist hell 


It was a cold-blooded, consciously- 
manipulated game that tho Cannons, 
Shachtmans and Felix Morrows were play- 
ing to shield their Master. Hore is 
their line, which speaks for itself: 


"Only the United Front. of Strug- 
gle of the CNI-FAI-POUM and all of 
revolutionary organizations can 
succeed in annihilating the ogre of 
counter-revolution."” (Trotskyist 
leaflet of June 19, 1937. Quoted 
in Socialist Appeal,Aug.2l, 1937.) 


We saw that the Trotskyites them 
selves admitted the opportunist nature 
of the POUM. It is know to every 
person who read Marx and Lenin, that 
Anarchists and Syndicalists have al- 
ways been and could never be anything 
else than anti-Bolshevik to the coree 
The Trotskyites themselves say that 
"the C NT revealed tho complete bank 
ruptcy of Anarchism as a road to the 
social-revolution" (Felix Morrow,"Rev- 
olution and Counter-Revolution in 
Spain," p. 57). What Was, then. tne 
Trotskyite line contained in their 
leaflet distributed amongst the trap- 
ped toilers of Spain if not purest 
fraud, purest treachery, deliberate 
confusion' — all working to prevent 
proletarian revolution which would ex 
pose the entire truth of the origin of 
Stalinism —- and could never miss dis- 
covering the black role Trotsky played 
during Lenin's iliness “and™~ ~arter 
Lenin's death! 


Thus the Trotskyist line was to 
divert the workers from the path lead- 
ing in the direction of the policy of 
"teach and explain", the kind Lenin 
employed to expose the Mensheviks and 
Sk.'s. It avoided pointing out that 
the Popular Front line is basically 
Stalinist, similar to the "Workers 
Government" of 1922-1923. It did not 


explain that unless Stalinism and dl 
its partners are exposed, victory of 


counter-revolution is a certainty. It 
did not repudiate a single word of the 
Trotskyist lies concerning the "revolu 


tionism" of the left Socialists. To 
the numerous damaging lies the Trot- 
skyites spread among the masses they 


introduced an additional entrapping 
lie that a united front of reactionary 
and épportunist organizations = CNT- 
FAI-POUM ——- could stop the counter- 
revolution. 


The Trotskyite leaders are not 
political infants who have to be 
taught the basic truth that the only 
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progressive struggle today is _ the 
struggle of the preletariat led by a 
revolutionary party, against capital-~ 

ist domination which is upheld by both 
Fascism and Bourgeois-demccracy. The 

Trotskyites know that the present 

crisis within the proletariat is the 

crisis of leadership, and that the 

chief enemy within the workingclass is 

Stalinism But since Trotsky is in- 

volved as the original co-plotter with 
Stalin, as one of the founders of the 

Stalinist regime, the Trotskyite polit- 
ical charlatans, in order to protect 

their own Chief, must of necessity 
shield Stalinism. Consequently, they 
must politically participate in the 

Stalinist betrayals. One of the main 
features of Stalinism, which the Trot- 
skyites do their utmost to conceal, is 
the Stalinist methods of preventing 

proletarian revolution. Should their 
followers become conscious of the 
Rigat and Left zigzags being one org- 
anically connected line which Stalin- 
ism employs to prevent the working 
Class from omancipating itself, they 
will invariably trace this 
method to its point of inception, the 
first zigzag in 1922. By putting the 
facts together they would discover 
Trotsky's criminal role in this first 
Rightist zigzag which beheaded t he 
proletarian revolution in Germany in 
1923. Continuing their investigation 
they would inevitably come upon the 
shocking surprise that although Trot- 
sky was forced by Stalin into an “op- 
position", Trotsky, in order to con- 
ceal their mutual crime,was compelled 

to support Stalin in one way or anoth- 
er in every following zigzag. Were 
this truth made lmown to his followers 
Trotsky's political annihilation would 
then follow. Aware of this danger the 
shrewd Shachtmans and Spectors, taking 
the cue from their Master, divert the 
attention of the workers from wnder~ 
standing the Stalinist method. Quite 
shrewily they disconnect the zigzags 
and make them appear revolving around 
different, and sometimes quite "new" 

policies of Stalin. The Leftist zize 
zag (192801934) through which Stalin, 

assisted by Social-democracy, handed 
over the German workers to Hitler, and 
thus strengthened his own domination 
in the Soviet Union, was at first pice 

tured as a "mistake", "blunder", 
"error" and “unconscious betrayal". 


ekaterrs & 


Stalinist 


Hitler to power" 


somewhat different "“explana-~ 
tion" was given for the betrayal of 
the German massés through the Leftist 
zigzeg, Stalinism, tHe Trotskyites 
told the workers, pursued a "suicidal", 
“sectarian” policy., Stalinism | was 
pictured as having capitulated to Hit- 
ler in 1933. Stalin pursued in Germany 
a "stupid" policy of wnited front from. 
below,said Trotsky and his opportunist 
hangers-on. 


"Kxactly this happered in Ger- 
many. It was the class collabora 
tionist policy of German Social 
Democracy (combined with the sui- 
cidal sectarianism of the German 
Commmist Party) which left the 
German middle classes easy prey for 
Hitler.® (James Burnhan, "The 
People's Front," pe 30. My emphas- 
is - G.M,) 


"The laméntable tragedy of the 
German and then the Austrian, the 
Saar and the Czech proletariat can 
be traced to the criminal capitula- 
tion of Stalinism to Hitler in 19334, 


in which it outdid the long-go 
bankrupt social democracy in 
cowardice and treacherye Under 
guise of the thrice-stupid policy 


of ‘united front from below,! the 
Stalinist condemed the German 
proletariat to a state of division 
through which fascism marched un- 
molestedly to power." (Socialist 
ena athe My emphasis 
— GM. 


It was "cowardice" and "capituaa- 
tion to Stalinism" and not a cons— 
cious, deliberate betrayal of the Ger- 
man workers by Stalinism, say the 
Trotskyites! 


The Trotskyite leaders persist in 
keeping their followers blind as to 
the true lesson of the German betrayal, 
in preventing them from tracing the 
Comintern policy from 1922 on and com- 
ing upon the lnowledge that there has 
been a deliberate policy of stopping 
the revolution en the part of Stalin 
and his collaborators. The Trotskyite 
leaders draw upon their inexhaustible 
supply of spurious exolanations. They 
tell the workers of "Stalin, whose re- 
jection of the united front has helped 
(Socialist Appeal, 


December 3, 1938). Since the Trotsky- 
ites! loud cry during the Leftist 
Period of 1928+1934 was mainly "united 
front" betweed countérnreva lu t ionay 
Stalinism and  counter-revolutionary 
Social-democracy,whibnh cry very neatly 
concealed the reactionary nature of 
both Internationals, as well as of 
Trotskyism itself, they experienced a 
certain difficulty when Stalinism made 
a Right turn in 1934 toward a "united 
front" with Social Democracy. They 
hailed the Stalinist new Right zigzag, 
which was to snare the Spanish, French, 
Czechoslovak and other workers, as a 
move towards Leninism. And evon up to 
this very period they fool the workers 
with the deadly illusion about the 
"positive" results of the collaboration 
of the two largest traitorous organiz- 
ations within the working class. 

"This brought 


same pressure 


about the positive re@sults of a une 


ited front between the Socialist 
and Communist Parties. This united 
front, however, remained on paper 


and offered no program of action to 
the workerse" (Socialist Appeal, 
December 3, 1938.) 


When, the present Stalinist Right- 


ist zigzag came into full swing, the 
Trotskyites continued blinding the 
workerd;1, “this time attaching the 


Stalinist Comintern zigzags to Stalin's 
foreign policy. The Comirtérn, Trotsky 
deceived the masses, became an agency 
of "democratic" imperialism: 


"Having prostituted the Comin- 
tern, and turned it into an agency 
of "democratic" imperialism; having 
beheaded and paralyzed the military 
power of the Soviets, Stalin has 
completeBy untied Hitler's hands,as 
well as the hands of Hitler's ad~ 
versaries, and pushed Europe close 
to war." (Leon Trotsky, The New 
International, Deg.1939, p. 362.) 


Trotsky prevents the workers from 
seeing clearly that the Comintern, 
first and foremost, is an instrument 
of the Stalinist clique and serves 
directly the interests of the Stalin- 
ist burocracy to prevent interference 
of the world toiling masses with its 
domination of the first workers State. 
Only in a large historical sense, and 


ers that the 

masses was 

in return there would remain some hope 

of securing for the 

Tandteey alliance with France 
wv 


only indirectly does the Comintern 
perform a service for international 
imperialism. And it performs this in- 
direct service for entire world im- 
perialism, and not only, as Trotsky 


says, for the democratic, but also for 
the Fascist imperialists. But the 
Trotskyites, carrying out the line of 
their Master, keep on warping and 
twisting the truth, and drum into the 
heads of their trusting followers the 
criminal absurdity that the Stalinist 
burocracy is the vanguard of the 
"democratic" and "literal" bourgeoisie. 
"The liberal bourgeoisie and its van- 
guard, the Stalinist burocracy" (So- 
Cialist Appeal, Sept. 4, 1937). Thus 
Stalin ls pictured as having introduc- 
ed the Rightist zigzag not because it 
is the old, well-established, success— 
ful policy of keeping the world prolet- 
ariat from threatening the Stalinist 
usurpation of power, but because Stal- 
in "was currying favor with democratic 
imperialism." The agents of Stalin in 
Spain were pictured as agents of Paris 
and London: 


"The Stalinists showed themselv- 
@s, Once again, more glaringly 
shameful than ever, as nothing but 
disappointed office boys of the 
democratic Capitalist masters." 
Socialist Appeal, October 1 5, 
1938. My emphasis » G.M.) 


Trotsky and his Cannons and 
Shachtmans befuddled the workers with 
stories that Stalin preventod revolw 
tion in one country after another, and 
even handed over Ozechoslovakia to 
Fascist Germany for the sake of — the 


Franco-Soviet Pact! 


"The keystone of the entire 
Kremlin policy —- the Franco-Soviet 
Pact, for the sake of whtch Stalin 
stopped the French revolution, sabo- 
taged Spain, and handed Czechoslo- 
vakia to Hitler: dissolved by a 
three hour conversation in the Bav— 
arian Alps." (The New International, 
Oct.1938,p.e292. My emphasiseG.M.) 


The Trotskyites told their read- 


betrayal of the Spanish 
carried out by Stalin "if 


Soviet ae a 


Socialist Appeal,Oct. 39,1538. 


Bena 


This riveting of the Comintern 
zigzag +o the line of Stalin's diplo- 
matic maneuvers puts the Trotskyitew 
on the spot. The clear implication is 
that Stalin had the childish illusion 
that by preventing the revolution in 
Spain he could actually win a military 
alliance of the distorted Proletarian 
State with British and French imperial- 
ism; and that had he known that such 
alliance was a futile dream and the 
British bourgeoisie would conclude a 
Munich pact with Hitler, he, perhaps, 
would have given the Spanish workers a 
Leninist line for the creation of a 
new Worzers State. 


The Trotskyites have gone to such 
lengths of sophistry and evasion ag 
even to declare that the road for the 
tTasses in Spain was marked out by 
Anglo-French imperialism: 


"Sixteen months of civil war 
have conclusively demonstrated that 
all the roads pointed out to the 
Spanish peopbeereduce themselves to 
but two choices. One is the road 
we point: revolutionary war againg 
fascism. All other paths lead into 
the road marked out by Anglo-French 
imperialism."(Felix Morrow, "Revolw 
tion and Counter-Revolution in 
Spain," pe 178.) 


And to this very moment the trap 
Stalin -set up for the Spanish toilers 
at the 7th Congress is labeled by the 
Trotskyites Made in England ad France! 


"That Fifth Column was composed 
of the Socialist and Stalinist mem 
bers of the bourgeois government 
ore its counter-revolutionary ine 

Bbaey {which government receiv 
ait mater ett support with "relentless 
aan G. M.). It was they and 
they alone (yes, yes, they “alone") 
who sewing the anti-Fascist masses 
down the road into the pit prepared 
by British and French imperialism. 

"They were the agents: and cring 
ing lamksys of Paris and Lendon." 
(New International, March 1939.) 


This vicious noneanse about the 
Stalinistsand the Socialists being the 
lackeys of Paris and London is actual- 
ly an echo of the Stalinist fraud of a 
basic cleavage between the "democra~ 


gies" and the fascist powers, with 
Stalinism and Social democracy support- 
ing the "democracies". No matter from 
what angle we approach the problem, in- 
evitably we find Trotsky&sm tail-sanding 
Stalinism and repeating directly or in- 
directly most of the Stalinist concoc-— 
tions. Fundamentally Stalinism and 
Social-Democracy do not support one 
imperialist gang against anot hor. 
Stalinism indirectly and Social-Democ- 
racy directly support the entire inter- 
national bourgeoisie against the en-~ 
tire international toiling masses. To 
present these opportunist burocracies 
as supporting one group of imperial- 
ists, the "democracies", against an- 
other, the fascist powers, is to re- 
peat — out of the corner of one's 
mouth as it were — the Stalinist Pop- 
ular Front fakery of "democracy versus 
fascism." 


The cold-blooded Trotskyist lie 
about the road the Spanish masses fol- 
lowed having been laid down by British 
and French capitalists is a careful 
calculation to blind the workers and 
make it impossible for them to see 
clearly the exact course of the bloody 
nightmare in Spain. Impelled by the 
danger of exposure of their own Master, 
the Cannons and Shachtmans must envel- 
op Stalinist betrayals with clouds of 


confusion, hindering the tracing of 
all the Stalinist zigzags dow to 
1922-1923. 


From different angles the Trot- 
skyites indirectly supported Stalinism 
and the Stalinist-initiated People's 
Front Government.The Stalinist smoke- 
soreen of, "aid to Spanish democracy" 
received from the Trotskyites support 
with "relentless political criticism." 


"Revolutionary Marxists pointed 
out that the necessity for full un- 
ited action and MATERIAL SUPPORT of 
the Government in its military 
struggle against Franco — a néces- 
sity accepted and urged by all Marx- 
ists — was not in the least incom 
patible with, was in fact insepar- 
able from, relentless po 1 i tical 
criticism of the policies of the 
government and positive steps to 
protect and extend the basis ef 


workers! power and the social revo- 
lution." (Socialist Appeal, Aug.14, 
1937 — My emphasis-G.M. ) 
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But thore was no criticism] Real 
criticism would be the exposure of the 
Popular Front Government as the Stalin 
ist Ri-atist trap desigmed to prevent 
revolution in order to continue the 
Stalinist domination of tne first Work 
ers State. Trotskyist “relentless 
criticism" was the petty bourzeois lie 
that the People's Front Government 
woicn facilitated matters for Franco, 
conducted “a military stru:.le of.a 
sociully pro ressive character against" 
Spanish imperialism! 


The Trotskyist policy served to 
strengtoen the impression, whica Stal- 
in soujht amd succeeded to create, 
that the yuestion ‘in Spain was not so 
much the political line the workers 
followed, but the amount of material 
aid that could be sent to the gang of 
sabateurs heading the Popular Front 
government. The point that must “be 
clear is that the Loyalist Government, 
far from conducting a socially prog- 
ressive strugztle, was cooperating with 
Franco. Those who called for material 
aid were making the workers think that 
wita more arms the Loyalist Government 
would defeat Franco. The workers had 
to be made to understand that even if 
the Loyalist government had every con- 
caivable necessity and a double and 
triple supply of arms, Franco would 
still win. Those who howled for mat~ 
erial aid distracted the workers! at~ 
tention from the treacherous‘ character 
of the Loyalist government. 


Tas correct, Leninist position on 
the Loyalist government was the posi~ 
tion Lenin adopted towards Kerensky 
during the Kornilov uprising. Lenin's 
line was! no support to  Kerensky; 
merciless exposure of his opportunist 
Tole; agitution for an energetic fight 
against tae Russian Franco, Kornilovs 
Towards tne Stalinist slogan of mater- 
ial aid to tae Psople's Front Govern- 
ment, Marxists had to adopt a position 
similar to the one they adopt towards 
the bourgeois pnilanthropic collections 
for victims of infantile paralysis. 
Neither a positive nor a negative 
propaganda but a policy of exposure. 
If we advised the workers to refrain 
from giving material aid, they would 
imagine we were for Franco. If we ape 
proved material aid, even with comp 


by a Leftist link, unless 


dete exposure of Stalinism and the 
nature of the Popular Front Covernpent, 
we should have been capitulatin= to 
Stalinism. 


We must repeat again and again: 
Tne policy of the People's Front is 
one of the links of the chain of the 
Stalinist zigzags; it was preceded by 
a Leftist link, and will be followed 
this chain 
is broken by a revolutionary force 
which makes it its business to break 
it. 


Trotsky actually tries to prevent 


the workers from sevoing the coming 
Leftist zigzag of Stalinism — made 
inevitable by the absence of a strong 


Leninist force? 


"People's Fronts on the one hand 
— fascism on the other; these are 
the last political resources of im 
perialism in the struggle against 
the proletarian revolution." (So- 
cialist Appeal, October 22, 19328. 
My empnasis ~ G.M.) 


It is Stalinism, operating within 
the proletariat, which, in the final 
analysis, 1s the savior of the bour— 
gedoisie. And as long as Stalinism con 
timwes to exercise its influence over 
the masses the bourgeoisic is safe,and 
will be xzescued from each critical 
situation sither through a Rightist or 
througn a Leftist zigzag. German cap- 
italism was, indirectly, saved by 
Stalinism twice: once through the 
Rightist zigzag (1923) and next through 
the Leftist zigzag (1928-1934). It is 
this crucial truth about Stalinism and 
its methods that Leninigt must explain 


to the workers. But the MTrotskyitces 
circulate chloroforming "rumors" that 
Stalin is contemplating "The possible 


liguidation of the Comintern, and the 
necessity of finding a substitute for 


it as a weapon of the Soviet foroign 
office" (Socialist Appeal, Oct. 30, 
1937). No "rumor" could be more 


vicious, nor more criminal than this 
one which holds out a false and tread&i- 
erous hope to uninformed anti-~Stalin- 
ist workers that Stalin is about to 
liquidate his efficient machine which 
serves him so well in holding the 
world proletariat shackled in bow ¢e ois 
slavery. 


Indeed, it is not too much to say 
that with respect to the confusion.ct 
the workers about Stalinism, tav Trot 
sxyives bear the major responsio: lity. 
The revolutionary workers bveak-.ng 
away from Stalinism would have dis~ 
covered the truth much sooner nad it 
not been for the Trotskyite preventers 
of the truth. From this angle the 
greatest share of guilt rests upon 
Trotsky and his Shachtmans and Felix 
Morrowse Even today they do all in 
their power +o help Stalinism to tide 
over the difficult situation and swing 
over to the Leftist zigzag. For if 
the werkers were to trace Stalinism 
back to the period of 1928 they weuld 
there find Trotsky standing shoulder- 
to-shoulder with Stalin-Zinoviev~Kam 
enev—-Bukharin in an effort to stave 
eff a revolutionary threat to the buro 
cracy these scoundrels were endeavor- 
ing to establish. The wérkers would 
have fomd not only Zinoviev's and 
Stalin's but also Trotsky$s hands red 
with the bleed of the German masses 
whom in 1923 the Stalin—Zineviev 
clique and Trotsky sent to their doom. 


The disaster in Spain spells ‘bbe 
beginning of the end of the Popular 
Front ultra-right zigzag. Thous ands 
of workers disgueted and embittered 
will leave the Stalinist "Parties." 
In all likelihood, many of the 8@ 
workers, not altogether demoralized, 
will turn definitely anti-Stalinist 
and will 100k about them fer a way 
gut of the frightful dilemma in wnich 
the workingclass finds itself. It 
goes withoutsaying that, as in the 
past, hundreds of workers, imagining 
that Trotsky combats Stalin, will turn 
to Trotskyisem. Thus, these workers 
will again fall into a counter-revo- 
lutionary snare which is but an ad 
junct to the Stalinist Comintern. If 
Trotskyism is not exposed tog ether 
witn Stalinism, 1t can be stated with 
certainty that Stalinism will succeed 
in extricating itself from its pres- 
ent difficult situation through an 
ultraleft zigzag. In this eventual 
ity Trotskyism will bear the chief 
responsibility fer Stalinism's new 
lease on life. 


To create the impression that 
they are frightohiryg capitalism, the 
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@frotskyite leaders are pursuing a 
feko mass line with its opportunist 
"transational demands", its campaign 
against fire traps and a little 
"Ta:rd Period" of their own, exampli— 
fied in their struggle" against Fas- 
cism in America. The decisive turn 
of the Trotskyites to economism is an-~ 
Other anti-Leninist feature in their 
line of checking the rise of political- 
ly-minded elements who would investis— 
ate conclusively the politics Trotsky 
has pursued since 1922. Hence Cannon's 
policy "to 'trade-unionize! tne party, 
to devote 90 percent of the party work 
to this field." (The New International, 
Feb. 1938). The Trotskyite leaders 
mislead their followers, assuring them 
that in this manner, indirectly, Stal- 
inism can be defeated. They gloss 
over the fact that "Soviet Russia" are 
magic words in the ears of the workers. 
It is these magic words that give 
Stalin immense prestige aad win him 
the trust of the masses. kBut vhe 
Trotskyites, to sell their "mass" line 
to their followers, with a jerk of the 
pen dismiss Stalinism as an “incident- 
al" obstruction. 


"The Stalinist issue can be 
handled, but it can only be handled 
as what it is, an incidental obstacle 
in the fight for the program that 
workers and farmers need." (New In- 
ternational, March 1939, pe 78 My 
emphasis - G.M.) 


Thus, the appalling ferce which 
tore down such a mighty upheaval,as 
the Chinese Revolution of 1925-1927; that 
played the chief part in paralyzing 
the most powerful, entirely class-con- 
conscious préletariat in the entire cap- 
italist world, the German proletariat; 
that seized hold upon the first Work 
ers' State, atrangling the Russian 
revolutionary workers; the force that 
shackled the militant Spanish toilers 
and delivered them to the bourgeoisie 
— this Frankenstein's monster that is 
spreading its tentacles to suffocate 
the French and the American working— 
class, is termed by the Trotskyites 
"an incidental obstacle"} 


This deadly chloroform of the 
Trotskyite leaders distracte their 
followers from the correct path of 
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opening a powerful offensive and tear- 
irg the mask off Stalinism and, of 
mecassity, of Trotskyirm. This "muss 
lang’ facilitates mattors fo: Stelin- 
ism and the world bourgen sie and 
helps to intensify the present ordeal 
for the world toilers and appressed 
races and countries. 


This ordeal can be brought to an 
end only through the exposure of Stal- 
inism and all other opportunism, includ 
ing the Trotskyite lie-machine, called 
YFourkh International". The period of 


reaction can be ended and the period 
ot ~evolution resumed only through the 
buil@ing:” “ef a truly, Leninist 
International. 


Stalin pursues only one kind of 
policy, the policy of betraying the 
international proletariat. From this 
reactionary path Stalin can never 
swerve. His aim is to continue the re- 
actionary process within the Soviet 
Union, and within the world working 
classe Any one who in any way collab-— 
orates with Stalin helps this buro- 
cravigé usurper to slash the throat of 
the toiling masses of the entire world. 
And in the light ef Trotsky's collabor- 
ating with Stalin in establishing the 
burocratic regime in the Soviet Union, 
in the, ghastly light, er Trotsky's 
political aid to Stalin in the betrayal 
of tnd Spanish, the German anc. other 
masses, how monstrously clear. how 
pieni tices is the following statement 
of Brotsky's, which makes it unmistaxe 


able that this former vevolutionist, 
now a renegade, is ready to continue 
Tight behind Stalin to wade in the 


toilers! blood which Stalinism spills 
at regular intervalss 


"You ask if I am ready to collat 
orate with Stalin and his closest 
collaborators? I have never repudi- 
ated such collaboration, and now, 
before the serious difficulties 
within and withovt the country, I 
am less disposed than ever to re- 
pudiate it. Politics knows no per- 
sonal resentment nor the spirit of 
revengee Politics lmows only ef- 
fectivenesse For myself, as vell 
as my companions, it comes back to 
the guestion of the rogram of the 
collaboration." (Leon Trotsky, "The 
Case of Leon Trotsky", p. 171.) 


° Trotsky is no amateur at politics. 
One is a naive babe who imagines that 
frotsiy or his Cannons have the faint- 
est illusion about the helplessly re- 
actionary cha acter of Stalin's poli- 
cies and program. No matter what "Red" 
phrases renegade Stalin and his putrid 
collaborators employ to mask their 
program, in its essence it always is 
and always will be the program of be~ 
trayal of the workers inside and out- 
side the Soviet Union. Trotsky himself 
has stated openly that the Stalinists 
are the "Thermidorians" of the October 
Revolution. It is obvious, therefore, 
that there is something definite in 
Trotsky's policy when he declares his 
readiness to collaborate with the 
"Thermidorian" bandits of the 
Stalinist reaction, 


But one cannot dissuade Trotsky 
from continuing his political collab- 
oration with Stalin. And since this 
political collaboration is completely 
obscured by the fierce hatred these 
two men feel for each other, and by 
superficial "exposure" of Stalinism by 
Trotsky and his Cannons, it is the 
duty of revolutionists to explain to 
the workers that the international pro- 
letariat is the victim of this sinis- 
ter collaboration. The political col- 
laboration of Trotsky with Stalin in 
relation to the toiling masses i 5 
equivalent to the collaboration of a 
rope and a millstone tied around the 
neck of a drowning man. 


What can be the possible object 
in Trotsky's mind? Without doubt 
Trotsky dreams of the old 1922 


"Leninist" program he, Stalin,Zinoviev, 
Kamenev and other top leaders actually 
and treacherously carried out during 
the fateful days when Lenin struggled 
with death. That was the reason Trotaky, 
in opposition to Lenin's policy of re~ 
moving Stalin, assured Kamenev "I am 
against removing Stalin" (Leon Trotsky, 
"My Life", p.» 486). Recognizing that 
since then mich blood hag run under 
Stalin's and his owm political bridges, 
and that there is no chance for an or- 
ganizational alliance with Stalin him- 
self, Trotsky clings to the meagre hope 
that Stalin will be ousted by the big 
burocrats. That, Trotsky imagines,might 


eaAte Woe popesvility of his unitigae 
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Trotsky's cable to Moscow in June 1937, 
offering support to Stalin's Centr al 
Committee" against Stalin.) 


An empty dream! Just as Stalin, 
his degenerated successors must con- 
tinue using Trotsky as the chief scape- 
goat. Furthermore, and aoove all, 
while in 1922 and later the revolution- 
ary workers were not in a position to 
expose the base treason of the leaders 
ef the Russian Communist Party,because 
ghastly crimes were skillfully hidden, 
today, owing to the unearthing of con- 
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elusive, though quite dusty, document- 
ary evidence, truth has begun to enter 
the consciousness of some advanced 
revolutionary workers. Tomorrow the 


entire vanguard will learn not only 
the beastly facts about Usurper Stalin 


but also the shocking truth about 
Trotsky. Then, and only then will the. 
proletariat be able to shake off these 
traitors, and other misleaders and be- 
trayers,and resume the lona-interrupt- 
their 


ed onward march against 
class enemy, the bourgeoisie. 


* * 


III 


THE LEFTaTROTSKYITES 


SONTRIBUTE THEIR SHARE 


HERE was an endless variety of 


41% opportunist snares and pitfalls 
that the Spanish workers found in 
their path. Among the less influen- 


tial pseudo-Bolsheviks who had their 
proportional share in the great betray 
al of the Spanish toilers are certain 
Left-Trotskyist groups. They split 
away from Trotsky organizationally, but 

* 
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basically remained Trotskyist in their 
politics. They actively entered the 
Spanish arena with their destructive 

advices to the workers, contributing 
to the general mental chaos, among the 
anti-Stalinist workers in particular, 

thus giving Stalin and the bourgeoisie, 
objectively, a helping hand. 


The League for a Revolutionary 


Workers Party 


The League for a Revolutionary 
Workers Party sent representatives to 
Spain to spread its ideas, primarily 
among the POUM workers. For one t9 
form an idea of the work the L.R.WaPe 
performed in Spain, it is necessary to 
examine briefly this organization's 
conception of the various political 
forces operating within the Spanish 
proletaridt. In that manner one can 
evaluate the true political nature of 
this organization. 


We have shown above that the 
Stalinist burocracy in 1922-1923 trans- 
formed the Comintern into an instru- 


ment for prevention of proletarian 
revolution. We indicated the alternate 
gigzags by means of which Stalinism © 
accomplished this task. Without hav- 
ing a "Comintern" within the capital- 
ist world Stalin would have been con- 
fronted with the rise of a new Bolshe- 
vik International. Viewed from this 
concrete angle,it is clear that Stalin 
values this mighty political instru- 
ment very highly and will not liqui- 
date it, but will preserve it and con- 
tinue making use of it. But the LRW, 
with its head in the clouds with re- 
gard to Stalinism, saw in the Rightist 
Zigzag of 1934-1939 nothing less than 
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a move on the part of Stalin to liquid 
fte the "Comintern"$ When Stalin and 
his Dimttoff were weaving the Popular 
Front rope with which to bind the 
Spanish as wellias the French, Czecho- 
slovak and other workers and deliver 
them to Fascism, the LRWP "warned" the 
victims in the following "Marxist-ana- 
lytical" manners "The preparations for 
the liquidation of the Comintern are 
making progresse" (Labor Front, Jan. 
19, 1935.) 


This 
naturally 


sort), OL "enlightenment" 
served Stalinism It sawed 
harisaful illusions in the heads of the 
advanced anti-Stalinist Spanish and 
other workers making them imagine that 
soon they would be regaled with the 
fascinating spectacle of Stalin him 
self removing from their path the 
greatest obstacle to the building of a 
new revolutionary international. No 
doubt most of the workers whom the 
LRWP infbusnced welcomed the happy 
tidings. 


This 
the true 
and its 


confusion andi 
character of the Comintern 
zigzags was being buzzed into 
the ears of advanced workers for a 
considerable length of time. During 
the period the Stalinist Comintern 
held its Seventh Congress, the LRWP 
painted a rosy mirage of the "funeral 
congress" of the "Comintern": 


"Stalinism Liquidating C.I. 
at Seventh Congress 


"The Cel. is headed unwaveringly 
toward liquidation. The Seventh 
Congress will go down in the his- 
tory of the movement as the funeral 
Congross of the C.I." (Labor Front, 
August 1935, p. 1.) 


Historiaal facts indicate that 
the actual funeral Congress of Lenin's 
Comintern was the Fourtn Congress in 
December 1922 which was marked by the 
introduction of the first Right zigzag. 
Stalin's Comintern is still full of 
vigor and life, doing its destructive 
work. The g0-called Seventh Congress 
merely put an official stamp on the 
third Rightist zigzag (1934-1939). The 
leaders of the LRWP did not bother in- 
vestigating facts; they took their 
facts from their political brother- 


distortion of 


wnder~the-skin, the Trotskyites. And 
the Trotskyites to hide the fact that 
the line of the Fourth Congress was 
kept secret from Lenin, always tell 
the workers that the first congresses 
of the Comintern, including the Fourth, 
were Leninist. They avoid pointing 
out that Lenin nearly collapsed after 
attending only one gession (the 8th) 
at which he dealt with the question of 
the NEP. Also, the Shachtmans and 
Cannons blind the workers with fake 
predictions that the Stalinist Party 
would liquidate itself: 


“Having liquidated all the theo- 
ries of revolutionary Marxism, the 
C.Pm is now engaged in liquidating 
itself...in its work of self-liquid 
ation we cannot but wish the Stalin- 
ists godspeed." (The Now Inter- 
national, March 1935, pe 37s) 


The LRWP was spreading its liter- 
ature oontaining false and misleading 
ideas also amogg Spanish workers. It 
went on intensifying the darkness 
among them by tangling utterly differ- 
ent political entities — Stalinism 
and Social Democracy —-into a hopeless 
lmnot, teaching the Spanish workers to 
view Stalinism as Menshovism! 


"When the peasants seize and 
divide up the land the Guardia 


Civile of the People's Front Gove 
ernment drives them away and res- 
tores the land to the aristocrats. 


The sterile MENSHEVIST Communist 
Party calls for 'the completion of 
the bourgeois-democratie revolu— 
tion.'" (Labor Front, April 1936.) 


Tie: misconception of the LRWP was 
based upon an imaginary liquidation of 
the Comintern, which action =~ so the 
wild "analysis" of the LRWP explained — 
would drown the Communist Party in the 
Social Democracy! 


"We say that the role of the C.P. 
as a revolutionary force is finish 
ed: it is on the way out, organize 
ationally through liquidating its 
different organizations (the trade 
unions and the YCL already, others 
to come), and politically through 
drowning itself in the Socialist 
Party in the name of tunity! on a 
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basis, or the 
on a libsral- 
(Labor Front, 


pocial—-democratic 
Fermer~Labor party 
reformist basis." 
January 1936, pe. 5) 


Receiving such "“enlightenment" 
the Spanish anti-Stalinist workers 
could nevor grasp what Stalinicm, its 
Comintern and the People's Front line 
wore. Having such "Marxist" advisers 
as the LRWP in addition to other con- 
fusers, the advanced Spanish workers 
were prevented from forming a party 
that would rescue the masses from the 
clutches of Stalinism. 


Throughout the eventful years of 
the Spanish revolution thers was not 
the faintest indication that a tenden- 
cy arose in Spain, or anywnere else in 
Europe, which correctly estimated 
Stalinism, exposed the Trotsky and the 
Lovestone angles, and explained the 
Zigzags it employed to hold back the 
world proletariat. Without an organiz— 
ation teaching and explaining to the 
workers the precise meaning of the 
Popular Front line, the precise ex- 
planation for the rise of Fascism in 
Italy and Germany and correct critidsm 
of the POUM and other "“anti-Popular 
Front" supporters of Stalinism there 
was not a ray of hope for the Spanish 
massese But the LRWP told the workers 
that there was a “hopeful sign" in the 
utterly hopeless,indefinite, basically 
pro-Stalinist position held by the op- 
portunist POUMS 


"The only chance of the workers 
and peasants lies in the formation 
of a new revolutionary party in 
the course of this struggle. A 
hopeful sign is the definite posi-~ 
tion taken by the POUMe" (Labor 
Front, April 1936. My emphasis—G.M.) 


For some time the LRWP wags mis- 
leading the Spanish workers with the 
"definite" position of the POUM in the 
problem of building a Marxist Party. 
But the wretched flabbiness, opportun- 
ist rdteness and outright capitulation 
of tie POUM became only too obvious to 
many advanced workers in May 1937. 
Whereupon the LRWP, inspired by the 
Trotskyites and in unison with other 
pseudo~revolutionary tendencies, direct- 
ed the feeble political vision of the 


Spanish workers to another opportunist 

soap bubble — the Left Wing of the 

POUM. The Left Wing of the POUM in 

essence was as much different from its 

right wing as the Right Wing of Social 

Democracy is different from its left 

wing. But the LRWP, instead of expos— 
ing the non-Marxist character of the 

Left Wing of the POUM declared that it: 
was Marxist. The LRWP deceived the 
Spanish workers with the new false 

hope that there was actually a possi- 
bility of this opportunist wing build- 
ing a revolutionary party for the work 
erse "If the Marxist wing of POUM 
brings into being a _ revolutionary 
party that can help them draw the nec- 
essary deductiones.." =~ a "deduction " 

no doubt in the light of the "educa-~ 
tion" spread by the LRWP. 


With very few alte@ations, the 
line of the LRWP on the evaluation of 
the axis of the Stalinist betrayal in 
Spain was Trotskyist. It did not ex- 
plain the interconnection of the Stal- 
inist Rightist and Leftist zigzags 
serving the soul purpose—the preserv— 
ation of the Soviet burocracy through 
the prevention of a successful prolet~ 
arian revolution. It helped to circul-~ 
ate the deceitful and criminal distor- 
tion, the same that is spread by Trot- 
sky, that both the Stalinist and So- 
cialist leaders in Spain sold out the 
workers to Spantish imperialism because 
they sought friendly agreements with 
British and French imperialism? 


"The workers of Spain can still 
rise up against the bloc of their 
Oppressors and their falsc friends, 
the bourgeoisie and the reformist 

anarchist, Socialist and Stalinist 
politicians, who wart to sell them 
Out to Franco for the sake of 4 
deal with ‘democratic’ English and 
French imperialisme" (Labor Front, 
October 1937, pe 5e) 


Stalin did not have, according to 
the LRWP, an independent policy to 
stop the revolution: “And in all this 
the Soviet Union taileends Britain- 
Frances..." (Labor Frant, Jane 1938). 


Viewed in its entirety, the poli- 
tical position of the LRWP is obvious. 
It is an anti-Bolshevik position. By 
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focusing the workers! attention upon 
the POUM as a guidepost for Leninist 
action; by throwing dust into their 
eyes with the imaginary self-liquid- 
ation of the powerful Stalinist engine 
for beheading proletarian revolution; 
by contributing to the web of confucion 
concerning the true nature of Stalinism 
and spreading Stalino-Trotskyist fakery 
of “organic unity" of Stalinism and So- 
cial Democracy; by concealing the fact 
that the preservation of economic, poli 
tical wrid social privileges of ths 


* 


burocracy in the first Workers State 
and the perpetuation of Stalin's usup- 
ed power is the mainspring of Stalin's 
policy of proventing the rise of ano- 
ther workers state, by giving this 
policy a false angle on Spain, pictur- 
ing Stalin tail-ending French and 
Britisn imperialism, and by veiling 
the zlazaz method by means of which 
Stalun achieves his counter-revolution— 
ary results, the LRWP objectively has 
been working for Stalinism and the 
Spanish and international bourgeoisie. 


* %& 


Revolutionary Workers League 


The original Revolutionary Workers 
League having issued out of the Trot— 


skyist Workers Party in 1935 and under 


gone a number of preliminary splits,at 
length broke up into two groups, éach 
contimiing to bear the old name,Revolu 
tionary Workers League. One group led 
by Ochler issues a paper, the Fightir 
Worker;the other led by Stamm publish- 
eg Revolt. 


Before and after the split Oehler 
and Stamm conducted a political line 
which in its predominant feature was 
and is today in substance no less 
Trotskyist than the line of the LRWPe 


On almost every important ques- 
tion confronting the Spanish workers 
the RWL not only failed to offer a 
Marxist answer but very diligently co- 
operated with other opportunists to 
make each life-and-death problem per- 
fectly unintelligible. Incapable or 
unwilling to see that the Stalinist 
political line is composed of periodi- 
cally changing Leftist and Rightist 
zigzags, which are simply two sides of 
the same coin, the RWL centered the 
attention of the workers only upon the 
present Rightist one, deducing that 
Shalinism 1s reformism: "In Madrid the 
workers cOuld be held in check by the 
right reformists (Stalinist-Socialist)" 
(Supplement of the Fourth Internation- 
al, Vol. 2, #9, Feb. 1937, p. 4%. 


Such a distortion of the politico 
economic character of the burocratia 
cancer of the Workers State could only 
obscure the workers! understanding of 
Stalinism. It blocked the view back 


to the "Third Period" (1928-1934), ob- 
scuring the lesson of the Stalinist 
betrayal of the German workers. It 
obstructed the future which would in- 
evitably bring a Leftist Stalinist 
zigzag ~ unless the power of Stalinism 
were broken in some important country. 


Over the German lesson the RWL 
drew a typical Trotskyist veil. It 
avoided showing that Stalin had car- 
ried out a consciously-conceived poli- 
cy of deliberate sell-out in Germany. 
The reason for the advent of Fascism 
in Germany was suggested to be the re- 
fusal of the Stalinists and Socialists 
to unite against Hitler in the inter- 
ests of the workers: 


"The Stalinists and Socialists 
who refused to wnite in behalf of 
the German wirkingclass against 
Hitler, have united with French and 
British imperialism against Hitler, 
in order to defend the robber treaty 
of Versailles." (Fighting Worker, 
May 1, 1937.) 


This subtle obscuring of the 
truth could only produce the impres- 
sion that the two hopelessly corrupt 
burocracies, if they would so desire, 
could serve the interests of the mass— 
ese The huge masses of Spain saw that 
in the Spanish situation the Stalini¢és 
and the Socialists seemed to have unit~ 
ed.. in behalf of the Spanish massese 


Without a Leninist Party to arm 
them ideologically against Stalinism 
and its partners in the People's Front, 
the workers were tied to the People's 
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Front Government and were hurled Into 
desiructione Here, too, the RWL, un- 
able or unwilling to recognize tho 
real state of Sffairs,gave the Spanish 
workers the following does of mental 
Oplums 


"Let us understand that if the 
German workers had fought as the 
Spariish workers are doing now, we 
would be living in a different world 
today, and that the capitulation in 
Germany was a result of combined 
betrayals of Stalinism and Social 
Democracye" (The Fourth Internation 
al, Vol.2, #5, Oct. 1936, p. ll.) 


In the above statement the: decep- 
tion in relation to the situation in 
Spain covld only serve to make the 
trapped Spanish workers imagine that, 
happily, they were on the right tracke 


If the Stalinists and the Socialists 
caused the workers in Germany capitu- 
late to Fascism without a fight, this 


was not being repeated in Spain. If 
only the Gorman workers “had fought as 
the Spanish workers are doing now, we 
would be living in a different world 
hodaya"§ 


The RWL was eclipsing the truth 
that Stalin and Social Democracy be~ 
tray the proletariat by allowing Fas- 
Ccism sometimes a peaceful entry, as in 
Germany, and at other times a violent 
one, as in Austria and Spain. 


A truly revolutionary organization 
would make it clear to the workers 
that all reactionary forces, including 
Frencen imperialism, were interested in 
the destruction of the Spanish revolu- 
tion. It was obvious that the fall of 
Catalonia would be hailed by reaction 
as a tremendous triumph not only for 
the Spanish but for all tho imperial- 
ists. It would greatly benefit French 
imperialism which was extremely jit- 
tery lest the Catalonian workers snap 
the cords that tied them to the 
Peorle's Front and find peoble to lead 
ther upon ths road to Bolshevism 
French -imperialisia sighed with relief 
when Franco captured Barcelona, and 
inmediatoly extended recognition to 
his regime. 


But Oehler, applying his line of 


Teasoning and "Marxist" evaluation of 


the Spanish situation turned reality 
upside down, and drew fantastic pic- 
tures that the wiping out of the most 


industrial, most militant section of 
the Spanish proletariat would be a 
blow to French imperialism! "The fall 
of Catalonia would be a great blow to 
French imperialism." (Fighting Worker, 
February 1, 1939.) 


The French imperialists,however, 
never heard of this "profound" analysis 
of the RWL. The French imperialists 
did everything possible under the cir- 
cumstances to help Franco deliver that 
"“ereat blow to French imperialism." 


The RWL, never stopped spreading 
perfectly unfounded hopes which dead- 
ened the workers! vigilance. Oehler 
is well familiar with the situation 
within the French workingclasse He 
lmows that the toilers of France are 
completely dominated by Social Democ- 
racy, Jauhoux, Dorfiot and other reform 
ists and Fascists, and by the Stalin- 
ists who are dominant among the over- 
whelming majority of the French work~ 
ers who consider themselves Rolsheviks. 
Yet when:Franco and the People's Front 
Government were making ready to write 
finis to the tragedy in Spain, Oehler 
gave the workers the following sooth- 
ing ointment: "With . the aid. of the 
French working class proletarian vic~ 
LOry An Op acaon, ig stil) pos 
sible." (Fighting Worker, Feb. 1,1939. 
My, emphasis ~ G.M.) 


This is a typical example of ir-~ 
responsible, empty "revolutiona y" 
phrases,utterly void of any concrete 
substance, flung at the workers by the 
Trotskyites, Left-Trotskyites and 
other opportunists. 


With a casual stroke of the pen 
the RWL (Oehler) transports the read 
erg! mind from the realism of concrete 
problems into the domain of fantasy. 
Proletarian victory ~— that is, 
a workers republic - is stil} possible 
in Spain if the French working classes 
aid, says Oohler. But if the French 
workers are to bring proletarian vice 
tory in Spain they must break the grip 
of their own betrayers and also the 
grip of the Spanish oppottunists) 
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Revolutionists must tell the 
workers the truth no matter how black 
it may bee And the truth is that as 
matters gtand today, with Stalinism, 
Social Democracy and other betrayers 
in complete control of the world pri- 
letariat, and with no sign of a Lenin- 
ist party appearing in any country,not 
Only are the Spanish masses doomed, but 
the French toilers themselves are in 
mortal danger. And if the worst oo 
curs, and the proletariat remains op— 
portunist-ridden, then not only the 
German, Spanish, Czechoslovak, but all 
sectiong of the world proletariat will 
be ground into dirt under the heel of 
reactione 


But the problem of wresting the 
workers from opportunism,particularly 
from Stalinism, is in fact rejected 
by the RWLe This organization, from 
the day of its birth, has been among 
the most stubborn resisters of the 
policy of fighting Stalinism as the 
chief enemy within the proletariat. 
"We reject such formulations as Stal- 
ihism is the main dangeress." (Fi ght 
ing Worker, Jamary 1, 1938.) 


Since, however, Stalinism is in 
emntrol of the first Workers! State, 


has stohen the traditions of October 
and of the Leninist Red Army, it ox- 
ercises an overwhelming influence 


within the advanced section of the 
proletariat, particularly during the 
acute crises of capitalism. This 1s 
beside the fact that in material 
means it has at its disposal immense 
resourcese 


The agents of Stalin in Spain 
recruited the hundreds of thousands 
of their victims under the deceptive 
slogan of "Join the Party of Lenin 
and Staling" 


Lenin, the Stalinist burocrats 
truthfully pointed out, was the man 
who led the Russian masses to victory, 
as was well lmowm +0 all advanced 
workorge Stalin, the Stalinist burod~ 
erats licd, was "the contimuer of Len- 
in's work," "the greatost disciple of 
Lenin." Homes of the Spanish workers 
throughout Loyalist vSpain were dec- 
orated with pictures of Lenin and 
Stalin. But the RWL working in corert 


with the Trotskyites and others, shift- 
ed the attention of the advanced work~ 
ers from the main enemy within their 
ranks, picking out some tools of Social 
Democracy who stood at the helm and were 
made temporary use by the Stalinistse 


"The worst enemy of tho Spanish 
Revolution at the moment, the Span~ 
ish Kautsky, Caballerdesseee” (¥Tho 
Civil War and the Imperialist Con- 
flicts in Spain," The Fourth Inter- 
national, Vol. 2, #8, pe 16e) 


The leaders of the RWL did all 
they could to prevent a development of 
a force that would make it its business 
to éxpose "The Party of Lenin and 
Stalin" and wrest the bulk of the ad- 
vanced workers of Spain from the Stal- 
inist clutches. 


scene of air-tight 
terrorist rule of the burocracy was 
completely distorted, The Spanish 
workers were told that the burocrat'’s 
fake campaign of "matcrial aid", the 
blind for their opportunist line, was 
& spontaneous reaction on the part of 
the stifled Russian masses! 


The Russian 


"But the magnificent struggle of 
the Spanish workers raised new hore 
in the Russian workers. They react- 
ed spontaneously holding factory 
meetings and raising funds for 
their class brothers in Spaine 

"The frightened Stalinist buro- 
crats put themselves at the head of 
the movement to keep it from getting 
out of bounds and misled it into 
supporting the capitalist govern- 
ment of Azanae" (The Fighting Work- 
er, Oct. 1, 1936.) 


This purest fabrication of Stamm 
and Ochler was supptemented with an 
Other poisonous segment. After a few 
words describing the frame-ups and ex- 
ecutions in the Soviet Union, the same 
article in the Fighting Worker asertal: 


"This infamous business did not 
frighten the Russian workerse Tho 
latest reports show. that money is 
still being collected for the Span- 
igh workers and that f00d and 
clothes are being sent to theme" 


no =. 


Thus, by twisting the Soviet real-~ 
ity,Stamm and Oshler aided the Stalin- 
ist Purocrats +0 fool the masses in 
tha capitalist countries with the 
fairy tale that some sort of Workers 
Democracy still exists in the Soviet 
Union. This criminal invention of 
"spontancous" mectings of the workers 
under the iron-and-blood rule of the 
usurper Stulin, this reckless and ir- 
resnonsible statement about the work- 
ers not gettinz frightened but going 
rigit ahead “against" the Stalinist 
collecting money, food and clothes 
"for the Spanish workers" was. nothing 
but support ¢o the Stalinist fakery of 
material aid$ Nowhere did the RWL ex 
plain to the workers that the Stalin- 
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"ws UST as present-day Trotskyism 

(1922) is a satellite of Stalinism, 

so the RWL, LKWP and similar tenden- 
cies are deers. of Trotsky. In 
that manner, politically, they are a 
part of the general Stalinist system. 

All of them in ono way or another are 
sabotaging the fight against Stalinism 
and other Opportunism, and consequent- 
ly against capitalism. The RWL doludes 
the workers with the story that prior 
to Trotsky's adoption of the reaction- 
ary thesis on Social Democracy in 1934, 
Trotsky and his Cannons and Shachtmans 
throughout the entire period of their 
political aid to Stalin, wero Marxists. 


"The same could be said about 
the Trotskyites yesterday when they 
were Marxists." (Fourth Inter- 
national, February, 1939.) 


And the other Left-Trotskyites, 
the LRWP, make it unmistakable that 
essentially they are Trotskyites: 


"The expulsion from CPSU of 
Trotsky and his followers, brought 
about on the initiative of Stalin, 
was the occasion for a sort of 
political rearmament of the Left 
Opposition. In the years that fol- 
lowed there came from Trotsky's pen 
classical analysis of the Communist 
International policies that estab- 
lisned the fundamental principles 
of OUR movement with a clarity that 
left little to be desired." (New 


ist material aid slogan was a cover 
for the Rightist zigzag. 


The RWL has performed good work 
for Stalinism in Spain by confusing 
the workers about the situation in 
Russia, by denying that Stalinism is 
the main enemy within the workingclass 


And the RWL today performs still bet-— 
ter work for the Stalinist burocrats 
by doing its devilish best to divert 


the advanced workers from engaging 
directly in a life-and-death strugele 
of exposure against the Stalinists. 
Thus, objectively,the RWL gave Stalin- 
ism all the assistance it could mustor 
to betray the Spanish toiling masses 
to capitalist reaction. 
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International Bulletin, Special 
Issue, 1938, Resolution on Trotsky- 
ites, pe 26. My emphasis - G.M.) 


Trotsky's elaborate structure of 
fables,myths, ambiguities, perversions 
and bare treachery through which he 
helped Stalin to deliver the Chinese, 
German, Spanish and other workors to 
Fascism, forms "the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our movement," says the LNW. 
Had the followers of the LWP or RWL 
and similar groups, taken the trouble 
of digging up the actual facts, which 
have been consciously buried by Trotsky 
as well as by Stalin, they would have 
looked upon a picture altogether dif- 
ferent from the one painted by Trotsky 
andihis offictal: ‘and s-moffi:cial 
hangers-on. They would have discover- 
ed, as we have, that Trotsky wasa 
party to the original Stalinist plot 
to establish collective burocratic 
control of the Soviet Union. They 
would have learned that for many years 
Trotsky helped Stalin to porpetuate 
the fraud that the Stalinist burocracy 
was building Socialism in the Soviet 
Union. They would have discovered 
that Trotsky's denial of Lenin s Testa 
ment was not accidental or an isolated 
"mistake". It was but a link in Trot- 
sky's chain of vicious lies and ca 
sciously conceived, monstrous crimes 
against the toiling massese 


In addition to helping Trotsky 
and his Cannons to hide Trotsky!s real 


political face from the POUM and other 
workers the RWL, LRWP and similar left- 
Trotskyites, assist in perpetuating an 
illusion which is fatal for the world 
proletariat. They preach that it is 
possible to reach the masses by avoid 
ing a bittery direct, persistent car 
paign of exposure of Stalinism. This 
pernicious theory was spread among the 
anti-Stalinist workers, such as the 
POUMiste, preventing these workers 
from realizing that this is a Stalin- 
ist era withir the ranks of the toil- 
ing massese The result in Spain is 
known: Stalinism from a small body of 
eight hundred to nine hundred members 
ballooned to a mass trap holding near- 
ly 400,000 workers, with millions in- 
fluenced by Stalinism indirectly. This 
has been another angle of the Left- 
Trotskyites! objective aid to Stalin- 
ism in Snain and elsewhere. 


The fake mass line of the Left 
Trotskyites is a tragic farce. A sfall 
group can pursue only a propaganda 
policy. But by stressing a mass 
orientation the Left-Trotskyites aid 
Trotsky and his Cannons to use this 
orientation very successfully in solv- 
ing the problom of keeping the workers 
from making a thorough investigation 
of the history of Stalinism. For an 
organization of a few thousand members 
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and sympathizers, as the Trotskyist 5So- 
cialist Workers Party is, it appears 
quite “logical" to play "an indepen— 
dent role in the class struggle." Its 
members do not realize that this ysarty 
is but a group as compared with the 
world Stalinist machine, even though 
in some cases the component parts of 

the Stalintoyn ‘may be of a smaller 
size than the Trotskyist as was at one 
time the case in Spain and Greece. 


It is Stalinism which,by paralyz— 
ing the international proletariat, has 
unleashed the brutal beast of capital- 
ist reaction. Stalinism has shackled 
the toiling masses of Spain and of 
other countries. It. is primarily 
Stalinism which is pushing one section 
of the proletariat after ancther into 
the abyss. But the Left—Trotskyists 
either intentionally, or through sheer 
stupidity, laid down for the workers 
an Ostrich policy. The Left-Trotsky— 
ites go on with their suicidal sabo- 
tage of the struggle against Stalinism 
as well as against other forms of op- 
portunism. Objectively, to the extent 
of their influence, they have helped 
to destroy the Spanish advanced work 


ers, and are preparing the ground 
LOR a) §.i mid a.r tragedy 
in Foran ¢.6, the Unitite d 


States and elswwhere. 
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LOVESTONE'S PART IN THE 


SPANISH BETRAYAL 


a 


{L_ ovestom: employed a great mumber 
“Sof devices to tie the Spanish 
workers politically to Stalinism and 
hinder them from finding the Marxist 
undorstancing of the political problorns 
with which they were confronted. The 
truth about the previous Stalinist bee 
trayals ani the real motives behind 
the changes of the Stalinist line were 
very skilfully concealed by Lovestone. 


Like the Trotskyites, in the ear- 
ly scenes of the Spanish tragedy Love— 


stone fastened the advanced workers! 
minds to the Left Socialists,to Cabal- 
lero. He instilled them with trust to 
wards J@uhaux and other agents of im- 
perialism At the same time, he, 
Wolfe and other Lovestoneite leaders 
declared solemly that there actually 
existed a Bolshevik Party in Spain — 
the POUM! They kept up this belief, 
inspiring confidence in the POUM!s 
policy which dolivered thousands of 
the best workers into the hands of the 
Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist boetray- 


which led to the destruction 
of the TFOUM itself. We Fave cived 
avov? how lamentably opportimiist the 
political outlook of the POUM vas. But 
tne Jlovestoneites told the workers a 
different story about the POUM: 


ers and 


"Hore is the POUM, the best re- 
volutionar; party that the Spanish 
working class has produced --. ‘aay 
mors, the best mass rovolutionary 
party in the entire capitul ist 
worldeeoaeOnly the Workers Party of 
Marxist Unification (POUM) remained 
true to communist principles and 
clearly placed the problem of pro- 
letarian power and program." (B. D. 
Wolfe, "Civil War in Spain," pp. 
71, 466) 


Even when the tragic end of the 
Syanish revolution finally became ob- 
vious, in March 1939, Lovestone, to 
imprint deeply upon the minds of the 
workers the illusion that the POUM was 
a Leninist organization, wrote: 


"Only toe P.O.UeMe, imprisoned 
on both sides, hunted,in exilo, and 
underground, comes out physically 
injured but morally unscathed. Only 


its program has stood the test of 
events, and even in the midst of 


their agony, increasing nembors of 
the masses, begin to understand this 
and turn to them. Already driven 
underground by the Stalinist—-G.P,U.- 
Negrin-Azgana terror even while 
they were LOYALLY serving on the 
Republican front, the PeO.Ucle is 
best equipped to continue’ the 
struggle underground against Franco 
rule." (Workers Age, Murch 1, 1939. 
My emphasis - G.lie) 


Thus, even in agony, the workers 
of Spain are held back from learni.n g 
that the POUM also, added its shkara 
of misguiding anc confusing the prolet- 
ariat. lLovestone comletely absolve s 
the FOUM politically, thus screoning 
himself. 
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"And now every penny must go to 
the FoOcU.M. It alcne is guiltless 
of the dofeat. It alon: advanced 
the ;rogram on which the struggle 
might have been, and. must still be 
wone The strugrle is entering a 


new stage. in*® this stage, the 


PeO.UeMe mist lead." (Ibide) 


We have given above some indica 
tions of the utter wm-Marxist charact- 
er of POUM positions. To show that 
the POUM was completely blind. politic- 
ally, it is enough to menton that in 
the face of centralization of authori- 
ty carricd out by the Popular Front: 
Government, the POUM told the workers: 
"This is the first revolution to suc- 
ceed since the Russian revolution." 
(The Stamish Revobution, Feb.1¥%,1937.) 


Thus the leaders of the POUM were 
unable to see the striking difference 
botween a successful proletarian re- 
volution,led by a Bolshevik party, and 
& proletarian revolution beheaded be- 
fore their very eyes by Stalinism, So- 
cial Democracy, Anarchism and other 
khifers of the working class. But 
Lovestone, Wolfe or Herber; cortainly 
cannot plead ignorance in this respect. 
These people know Marx and Lenine They 
could not help secing that the POUM 
Was. .cateén by a miltitudse of opportune 
ist political ailments. The reason 
for Lovestone's charlatanism with res- 
pect to the POUM is not far to seek. 
To prevent a comprehensive,all-inclus- 
ive investi;ation of the genesis and 
substance of Stalinism and Lovestone's 
criminal, careerist rolagy Lovestone 
and his associates, discovering that 

ne POUM was an extraordinary politic- 
al hodge-podge, pronounced that organ- 
izaticn to be Marxist, and thus to the 
extent of their influence, caused a 
greater disorder in the suffocating 
political atmosphere within the Span- 
ish proletariat. 


Throu-hout the Spanish war the in- 
quiring minds of tho advanced anti- 
Stalinist Spanish workers sought to 
clarify themselves with respect to the 


parties upholding the reorle's front. 
These workers were struggling to ex- 
tricdte themselves from the quagmire 


of illusion and find a way towards a 
Marxist line. Lovestone "assisted" 
them with alacrity. Here is his ideo~ 
logical concoction — as deadly a 
mental poison as any ever fed to the 
betrayod workers: 


"The C.P. and the left wing of 


the SP. must rid themselves of the 
People's Front illusion...... The 
formation of a united Communist 
Iass party composei of the present 
Communist Party, left Social~Domoc- 
racy as well as of those anarchists 
ani Syndicalists who are ready to 
throw overboard their old reformist, 
opportunist and anarcho-syndicalist 
ideas and to pursue correct Commun- 
ist tactics, is absolutely esaen— 
tial." (Workers Age, March 28, 
1936. My emphasis - G.M.) 


Lovestone's recipe for the Span- 
ish toilers consisted of a brew of Oop- 
portunist poisons to >be swallowed in 
one gulp. Not spitting out every kind 
of opportunist filth, but pouring them 
together into one pot was Lovestone!s 
prescription. All this was done undor 
the cover of giving the Stalinist-So- 
cialist-Anarchist burocrats the kind 
advice to “rid themselves of the P.F. 
illusion." As well advise a leopard 
to shed his spots! Workers must real- 
ize that the leaders of these oppor- 
tunist parties are case-Yardened cri- 
minals who have spent long years in 
betraying the workers through every 
political fraud conceivable. The work 
ers will never be able to forestall 
future disasters unless they mow the 
reasons for their past and present de- 
feats. Andi as s00n as they investi- 
gate the past and present they will 
find a bloody trail left by these same 
Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist betray-— 
ers whom Lovestone "advises" to shed 
their "illusions". Workers must know 
that the Stalinist-Socialist-Anarchist 
burocrats (an2 the Trotskyite-Love— 
stoneite crew as well) have no illvw 
sions, that tneir misleading of the 
toilers is a piece of carefully—plan- 
ned and skillfully executed treachery. 


Like the Trotskyites, 
did not spare 
policies appear to revolve around Lit- 
vinov's diplomatic checker game. 


Lovestone 


"The policies of the Communist 
Parties cverywhere are today deter- 
minei by the momentary needs and 
requirements of Soviet foreign 
policy." (Workers Age, Aug.20,1938) 
thesis 


In the adopted at their 


words to make Stalintern's 
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4936 Labor Day conference, Lovestone 
stated that: 


"SThe Communist International 
has abardoned Communist principles 
by adopting the People's Front line 
policy and a policy of national dé- 
fense in bourgeois countries on the 
basis of its false estimates of how 
to defend communism in the Soviet 
Uniones...'" (The People's Front I1- 
lusion, p. 84. My emphasis ~ G.M-) 


Lovestone trig to make it aprear that 
prior to the adoption of the Popular 
Front line, Stalin's "Comintern" was 
basically a Marxist organization. Now, 
however, according to Lovestone, the 
Stalin ganj;,because of their erroneous 
ideas on how to “defend com-unism in 
the Soviet Union," has given up Coman- 
ist principles. Thus, Lovestone, like 
Trotsky, concoals the fact that the 
C.I.e has been counter-revolutionary 
since 1922, not in order to "defend 
communism in the Soviet Union," but to 
safcpuard the usurping schemes of the 
Stalin clique from upset by revolution 
ary developments. If Lovestone told ts 
entire truth about the history of the 
Stalinist degeneration of the Comin- 
tern, he would have to reveal his own 
part as a tool of Stalin from 1925 to 
1929. Hence, Lovestone, like Trotsky 
spreads fairy stories about the 
Peonle's Front line being due to Stal- 
in's foreign policy, Stalin's desire 
to build socialism, etc. 


Expressing their intrinsic Stal- 
inist nature in a far crasser fashion 
than do the Trotskyites, the Lovestone- 
ites at their Labor Day 1936 confcr- 
ence-—- 


",...'set themselves tne task of 
helping the Comintern return to 
communist principles. It is pos- 
sible to achieve because the Soviet 
State has retained its prolotarian 
character, although it has broucht 
about their abandonment by the oth- 
er Commnist Parties, as a result 
of its harborin; the illusion that 
this is an effective defense policy 
of the Sovict Union." (Tho Poople!s 
Front Illusion, p. 84.) 


The burocratic domination of the 


- OO 


first Vorxncers State, and the reactton— 
ary process of underminin;; the October 
Revolution was presented by Lovestone 
as “buildin: Socialism." 


"Eko ossontial correctness of 
the lino of the leadership of the 
CPSU in building socialism in the 


Soviet Union...." (Workers Age, May 
15, 93 Zee) 


This was an vxtremely subtle 
snare devised to entanjle the minds of 
the Spanish and other workers. Tho 
victims of Lovestone's opportu nism 
were made to believe that Stalin's 
vicious policy in the Soviet Union was 
in the interest of the toilin;: masses. 
The inevitable deduction froma such a 
belicf could be no other than the con- 
viction that if a considerable amount 
Of valia proof could be presented to 
Stalin he would abandon his People's 
Front, "illusion" in Spain. Lovestone 
furnished tuc acid eyce-wash wita the 
intent of securely blinding the Span- 
ish workers’ political vision: 


"Wor the very. reason that tho 
CPSU, which is a Cornmmnist Party 
buildin; socialism, completely ion 
inates the Comintern, it would be 
wron;; to deny the possibility of 
restorin,; the Commnist Internation- 
al to revolutionary principles...." 
(Workers Acc, May 15, 1937.) 


To keop from sight the fact that 
Trotsky is a perennial Stalinist scape- 
g0at in the hounding of whom Lovestone 
actively participated, the Lovestone 
leaders foijned astonishment that the 
brunt of the Stalinist fury ws Air- 
ected by the Stalinists against 
Trotsky— 


"Nothing is more astonishing in 
tho wholo history of the Spanish 
civil war than the determination of 
the Stalinists to give Trotsky 
credit for tho revolutionary sec~ 
tion of the U.G.T. and C.N.T., for 
the armed defense of workers rights 

_ by the Barcelona workers last May, 
anc. for the policies and existence 
of tho PeO.UsMI" (B, D, Wolfe,"The 
Ciyil War in. Spain," ps67., My 
enphasis - GM.) 


° And incidentally, as the above 
quotation indicates, the Lovestoncites 
gstronjtucned the illusion that Anar- 
chisi and Syndicalism in Spain had re- 
volutionary sections within thor. 4 
tendency which does not hold to Len- 
in's principles and a Bolshevik pror~ 
ran, is not revolutionary but oy;por- 
tunist. And Anarchism of all shades 

is anti,yLeninist. 


The reason for Tovestone's pro- 
Stalinist role is due to the fact that 
Lovestone's career stems from Stalin- 
ism — he is tied to this dreadful .op- 
portunist power with “ainvisible" 
threads. In the crime of building: the 
Stalinist burocratic resjime Lovestore's 
political history bears a basic re- 
semblance to that of Trotsky, with 
certain very important differenees, of 
coursee One rmst keep in mind the 
disparity in the stature of these two 
mon. Trotsky, during October, was an 
outstanding revolutionist, performing 
a leading part in the overthrow of the 
Capitalists and landlords of Russia. 
Lovestonce at that time was a totally 
obscpre fimure, ontering upon his 
political carecr. Durins the civil 
war Trotsky found himself at the sun 
mit of power; and later was collabor- 
ating with tho most poworful burocrats 
of the Soviet Union and the Comintern. 
While Lovestone, as Stalinism had made 
soe headway, became werely a bribed 
lacksy of Stalin as Browder or Thorez 
today. 


Lovestone was among tic stirrup 
holders of Stalin. He is involved up 
to his ears in the Stalinist betray-— 
als. ‘hile he was in the CeP. Love— 
stone assisted Stalin bo build 
up Trotsky as the main scape-coat,work- 
ing loyally for Stalin and 
for himself. 5 


The Lovestone leadership of the 
American Cormmnist Farty helpod the 
Stalinist gang to poison the British 
and other workers with confidence n 
the labor agonts of British inperial- 
ism, the Purcells, Bromleys and 
Swaloses. The Lovestone ana Cannon- 
Foster ganjss, on this point working 
in harmony, resented any criticism of 
the British scoundrels who were sell- 
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ing out the British miners and other 
toilers -= "The latest and most con- 
temptible attack made on Purcell..... 
the British workers have confidence 
in him" (Daily Worker, Sept.25, 1925). 


An inside man of the Comintern, 
Lovestone no doubt knew of Lenin's 
Testament — a "gecret" known ‘~‘emgug 
the leaders of the Russian Party, and 
even to an outsider, Max Hastman. 
Certainly Lovestone read Stalin's owm 
admission of the existence of Lenin's 
testament in the Inprecorr, November 
1%, 1927, where Stalin stated: 

Ne 
NW ccoedt is. said - that inthe 
"testament! in question Lenin sug- 
gested to the Party Congress that 
it should deliberate on the ques~- 
tion of replacing Stalin and ap- 


pointing another comrade in his 
place as General Secretary of the 
Party. THIS IS PERFECTLY TRUE." 


(p. 1429 — My emphasis - G.M.) 


Yet Lovestone, together with 
Foster, Browder, Cannon and other 
careerists, endorsed Trotsky's out— 
Yageous denial of the existence of 
the Testament, which endérsement 
Lovestone has never repudiated! 


During the Stalinist Rightist 
zigzag of 1924-1928 Lovestone gave 
Stalin full support in shackling the 
Chinese masses and turning them over 


to the butcher Chiang Kai-shek. 


Lovestone and his Wolfes helped 
Stalin to transform Brandler, Thalheim- 
er, Bukharin and other opportunists 
into scape-goats, who were labeled 
"the right danger." 


"Our party has pursued an ener-— 
getic policy in the struggle 
against Brandler and Thalheimer. 
Our Central Committéee gave prompt 
and energetic endorsement to the 
struggle of the Central Committee 
of the CePeSU. (Stalin) against 
the right danger." (Jay Lovestone, 
"Pazes from Party Histoyy," p. 16.) 


Prior to his being discarded by 
Stalin, which discarding occurred early 
in the left zigzag in 1929, lLovestone 
helped Stalin to introduce into America 


the Stalinist "theory" — of Social-~ 


Fascism: 
"There is noticeable and rapid 
fusion of socialist reformism with 


the capitalist state and increasing- 
ly open collaboration between so- 
cialist reformism and fascism in 
all its forms." (Jay Lovestone, The 
Communist, November 1928, pe 660. 


Just as Lovestone was "correcting" 
Stalin in the Rightist zigzag of 1934~ 
1939, during the Spanish betrgyal, so 
had he been "correcting" Stalin during 
the German betrayal in the Leftist 
zigzag. 


As in the case of Trotsky, benind 
Lovestone's policies lurks the dread 
ef complete exposure of the real his- 
tory of Stalinism. Hence Lovestone, as 
Trotsky, gives his followers a mass 
line, nay, an ultra-mass line. If 
Cannon, who in the C.P. was interested 
mainly in the trade-vunion angle,, now 
trade-unionizes his organization toe 
the extent of 90%, then Levestons, who 
was “the Marxian trunk" of the C.P.e, 
goes Cannon one better and gives his 
own organization a 95% turn towards 
economism. Astute and sharp-witted, 
Levestone is aware, of course, that a 
mass line, even if conducted by sin- 
cere but uninformed revolutionists,can 
never change the course Stalin charts 
for the international proletariat. The 
path to the masses is through the ad-~ 
vanced workers. The need of the pres- 
ent is complete political exposure of 
all opportunist tendancies,to win the 
advanced proletarians, ideologically 
and organizationally, to Marxism. A 
mass line diverts the workers from 
this task. Today a mass line is an 
opportunist line, conducted by Trotsky, 
Lovestone and other pseudo-Bolshevik 
“anti-Stalinists". 


Destitute of the true facts in 
the badly battered history of the last 
eighteen years, the followers of Love- 
stone do not realize that their leader 
wears a political false face. Thus, 
Lovestone succeeds in keeping a few 
thousand advanced anti-Stalinist worle 
ers and, intellectuals from learning 
political reality. Lovestone, without 
a shadow of a doubt, hates Stalin in- 
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tensely for the dirty trick of giving 
the jod of the secretary ef the Ameri- 
can Stalinist section to Browder. But 
Lovestone must swallow his medicine 
and keep mum. like Tratsky he can 
never tear himself away from the Stal~ 

cs 
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inist orbit. He must work for Stalin. 
Having a certain amount of influence 
here and abroad, Lovestene has been 
politically aiding Stalinism to betray 
the masses to Hitler, Franco, Daladier 
and other imperialists. 


oe 


THE TASK OF THE 


} HE ADVANCED revolutionary workers 
k5\ mast awaken to the dreadful situ- 
ation confronting the world proletaria 
and all the oppressed. Their duty is 
to learn all the facts concerning Stal- 
in, Trotsky, Lovestone and other "lead- 
ers" of the proletariat. Their duty is 
to free the workers! minds from the 
long-established falsehoods, to break 
the workers! blind,emotiona} attachment 
to one "great" opportunist or another. 
As things stand today, with Stalinism 
being the decisive opportunist force 
within the workingclass, with the pro- 
letarian vanguard torn among 6 number 
ef treacherous organizations and ten— 
dencies, all offering alluring promises 
ef victory while bringing on terrible 
defeats, the triumph of capitalist re- 
action throughout the world is an ab- 
solute certainty. Without smashing 
all opportunism, the stopping bS bour- 
geois reaction is out of the question. 
The workers can overthrow the bourgeoi- 
sie, botn the "democratic" and the 
Fascist, only by exposing all opportun- 
ism. The frightful lesson of Spain 
Must be burned into the consciousness 
of the workers. After Spain will come 
France, the United States,other count- 
ries, unless the advanced workers are 
torn away from the opportunist vultures. 


There are only two choices left 
for the revolutionary workers: either 
to leave matters as they are and be 


ground under the hsel of the bour,zeoi- 
sie, or in a resolute manner overcome 
the fear ef disillusionment and break 
with all the traitors to the prolet- 
ariat. There are no other choices 
presented by history. The true reve~ 


PRESENT PERIOD 


lutionary workers will take the secend 
choice. They will find themselves to 
be extremely few in numbers, and iso- 

lated fror. the masses, as Lenin was in 
1914-1917. But they must find eaca 

other and ferm a suificiently strong 
group to launch a war of merciless ex- 
posure or Stalinism and of all otner 
forms of opportunism. If Stalinism is 
broken in at least one important 
country, the path to the masses will 
be cleared to lead them against carit- 
alism. If not, the world proletariat 
will continue to slide downward along 
the Leftist and Rightist disastrous 
course carved out by the Stalinist re- 
action until the entire advanced sec-— 
tion of the world working class is 
wiped out. 


The immediate task is: organized 
truth against the organized tangle of 
fraud. Every snark of available energy 
on the part of the few rolitically 
clear-sighted workers must ve centered 
upon the exposure of Stalin, Trotsky, 
Lovestone, Social Democrats and other 
opportunists. If the betrayers get 
away with Spain as they got away with 
Germany, then new workingec lass 
tragedies are inevitable. If they are 
not unmasked in time, then the circlw 
of capitalist reaction will be com- 
pleted with the destruction of the 
burocratically crippled first Workers 
State. The opportunists will trans— 
form the cradle ef the worlc revolu- 
tion into its grave. 
and ence again — 
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Exposure 


EXPOSURE 
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IN... DEF MN SotiOsr B O.L SBE Vebooe 


Dear Friends and Comrades: 


You have been receiving our bulle- that have beset the international work- 
tin IN DEFENSE Ob BOLSHEVISM for some ing class since Stalin usurped powe r 
time. No doubt you are now acquainted in the Soviet Union. 
with the ideas expressed there and sym—- 
pathize with the main aim of the maga- In tne very short time allowed us 


zine, iee., to defend the ideas of Bole by history for this task, wo must 
shevism against all its enemies and its reach an oever-widening circle of poli- 
psedu-Marxist "friends" - especiall y tically clear and determined sympath- 


against the Stalinist scourge which is izers and supporters. The i.merative 
burying the traditions and teachings neod of the hour is tne need of a fcenv- 
of Leninism. ine revolutiorary party. Tho work of 
carrying on and spreading IN DEFENESE 
The comrades around the periodic OF BOLSHEVISM has already rcachod the 
al IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM have under-~ limits of the financial capacity of 
taken the task of unearthing the whole our small group. 
truth about the degeneration of the 
Comintern and the Soviet Union, clari- We ask you to share in the werk 
fying the class-conscious, revolution- of attempting to extricate the entire 
ary, vanguard workers; to rally them working-class from the reactionary 
in an ofrensive against the persistent wave engulfing it. We ask you to 
and deep-going trend of pessimism, de- share in the struggle for the est ab - 


moralization, confusion and defeats lishment of Socialism. 
THE LFNINIST LEAGUE U.S.Aco 
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The Leninist League, U.S.A., 
P.O. Box .67, Station, Dy 
New York City 


Dear Comrades: 
Enclosed please find $ as a contribution toward the pub- 


lication of IN DEFENSE OF BOLSHEVISM. 
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The Leninist League, U, S. Ac, 
New York City 


Dear Comrades’ 
Enclosed please find $ for which send me IN DEFENSE 
OF BOLSHEVISM for i year. 


